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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four,

An Act relative to consent to the adoption of children in
CERTAIN CASES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to make its provisions effective forth-
-3 with, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
4 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-5 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
2 ing out section 3A, as inserted by section 1 of chapter 593 of the
3 acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
-4 tion;
5 Section 3A. The department of public welfare, or any chari-
6 table corporation organized under the general or special laws of
7 the commonwealth for the purpose of engaging in the care of
8 children and is principally so engaged, may commence a pro-
9 ceeding, independent of a petition for adoption, in the probate

10 court of Suffolk county in the case of the department, or of the
*ll county in which its office is maintained in the case of an incor-

-12 porated charitable agency, to establish whether or not the con-
-13 sent of any person named in the previous two sections shall be
14 required to any subsequent petition for adoption of a child in
15 the care or custody of such department or incorporated chari-
-16 table agency, notice of such proceeding to be given to such per-
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17 son in such form as shall be prescribed by the court. Such
18 consent shall not be required if the court finds that the best
19 interests of the child will be served by placement for adoption,
20 and the court shall not in making its determination be limited
21 by the conditions set forth in the previous two sections or by
22 any other provision of law, but shall give due regard to the abil-
-23 ity, capacity and fitness of the child’s parents or guardian and
24 to the plans proposed by the department or other agency initiat-
-25 ing such [petition. If the court finds that such consent is not
26 required, notice to such person under the following section shall„
27 not be required on any petition for adoption of such child sub-
-28 sequently sponsored by the department or said incorporated
29 charitable agency, nor shall the consent of such person to such
30 petition be required.
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