
HOUSE No. 109

Office of Commissioner of Veterans’ Services

Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, Boston,
i Massachusetts.*

Dear Mr. Secretary: The following recommendations for the
year of 1964, accompanied by drafts of proposed measures, are sub-
mitted to your office in conformity with section 33 of chapter 30 of
the General Laws, as amended:

1. An Act extending the Time within which Certain Soldiers,
Sailors and Their Wives, Widows, Fathers and Mothers,
viay file Applications for Abatement or Exemption op

Faxes.

The purpose of this legislation is to protect the rights of veterans,
their wives, widows, fathers and mothers in filing applications for
abatement or exemption of taxes, which are provided by law.
Similar legislation has been enacted annually for the protection of
these persons, and in order to continue that protection, its legislation
is recommended.

2. An Act providing for Payment of Veterans’ Benefits to
Persons residing in One Town and having Lawful Settle-
ment in Another Town.

The purpose of this legislation is to eliminate hardship that, ex-
perience has shown, results to certain applicants because they reside
in a city or town other than the citv or town of settlement.

Section 5 of chapter 115 of the General Laws, as appearing in sec-
tion 4 of chapter 590 of the acts of 1951, provides for payment to

applicants for Veterans’ Benefits by the city or town of settlement,
with the provision that an emergency payment may be made by the
town of residence after referral to the town of settlement unreason-
ably delays granting benefits. The proposed legislation will remedy
this situation.
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3. An Act to apportion the Cost of District Departments
of Veterans’ Services in Accordance with Taxable
Valuations.

The purpose of this legislation is to remove inequities among
municipalities comprising Veterans’ Services District Offices under
chapter 115 of the General Laws.

Under section 10 of chapter 115 of the General Laws, two or
more adjoining towns may form a district for the purpose of carry-
ing out the provisions of the chapter, i.e., the Veterans’ Benefits
Law. The expense of the district so created is borne by the mu-
nicipalities comprising the districts, and section 11 of chapter 115
provides that expenses incurred be apportioned among the mu-
nicipalities on the basis of their assessed valuation. This creates
an inequity where one municipality assesses its property on 100%
fair market value and another assesses its property on a percentage
of the fair market value. The legislation recommended would pro-
vide apportionment based on the taxable valuation of the munici-
pality as last established by the General Court, thus eliminating
any possible inequity.

Very truly yours,

CHARLES N. COLLATOS,
Commissioner.


