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By Mr. Weinberg of Boston, petition of Norman S. Weinberg and others for
legislation to provide for the entry of the Commonwealth into a compact with the
State of New York to extend daylight saving time from February twenty-second
to the second Sunday in November for the purpose of promoting highway safety
Legal Affairs,

#

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act providing for the entry of this commonwealth into
A COMPACT TO EXTEND DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME WITH THE STATE
OF NEW YORK SO AS TO MAXIMIZE DAYLIGHT HOURS TO PROMOTE
HIGHWAY SAFETY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 A compact is hereby entered between the commonwealth of
2 Massachusetts and the state of New York, hereinafter called the
3 principal party signatory states, and thereafter in other states
4 as hereinafter provided for, in substantially the following form: —•

EXTENSION OF DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME COMPACT.

Article I. Findings and Purposes.o

6 (a) The principal party signatory states find that
7 1. Highway accidents and deaths present a serious human,
8 social and economic problem with substantial harm to the public
9 welfare.

,10 2. Official highway accident statistics in Massachusetts and
New York show that between the hours of four and six in the

12 afternoon when daily traffic flow is heaviest as a result of people
13 returning to their homes from their work, there are twice as
14 many accidents as there are between the hours of seven and
15 nine in the morning when the same class of people generally are
16 on the road traveling to work. This double ratio is especially
17 evident in those months of the year when the present Daylight
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18 Saving Time period is not in effect. One of the major causal
19 factors in this double incidence of accidents is the absence of
20 daylight in some degree in the late afternoon period. There is
21 a pressing need for an interstate co-operation between Massa-
-22 chusetts and New York to extend uniformly their Daylight
23 Saving Time period to run from February twenty-second of
24 each year to the second Sunday in November.
25 (6) The purposes of this compact are to:
26 1. Maximize daylight hours insofar as the same is practical
27 and to promote uniformity of observance of Daylight Saving^
28 Time between Massachusetts and New York.
29 2. Extend from February twenty-second to the second Sun-
-30 day in November Daylight Saving Time in Massachusetts and
31 New York.

32 Article 11. Observance of Daylight Saving Time.
33 Each of the principal party signatory states does agree and
34 is bound to observe in each year the period of Daylight Saving
35 Time in their respective states as follows: At two o’clock ante-
-36 meridian of February twenty-second of each year, the standard
37 time in each of the principal party signatory states shall be
38 advanced one hour, and at two o’clock antemeridian of the second
39 Sunday in November of each year the standard time in each of
40 the principal party states shall be retarded one hour so that
41 between February twenty-second at two o’clock antemeridian
42 and the second Sunday in November at two o’clock antemeridian
43 in each year the standard time in each of the principal party
44 signatory states shall be one hour in advance of the United
45 States Eastern Standard Time.

46 Article 111. Entry into Force.
47 This compact shall enter into force and become effective and
48 binding in each of the principal party signatory states of Massa-
-49 chusetts and New York when enacted into law by each such^
50 state.

51 Article IV. Entry into Force in Other States.
52 After the principal party signatory states of Massachusetts
53 and New York have enacted this compact into law and it enters
54 into force and becomes effective and binding in each of such
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states of Massachusetts and New York, any other state may
enact this compact into law in substantially the same form and,
when so enacted, this compact shall enter into force and become
effective and binding upon any such other state.
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Artical V. Withdrawal.59
This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon

each party state until renounced by it. Renunciation of this
compact must be preceded by sending two years’ notice in
writing of intention to withdraw from the compact to the gov-
ernor of each of the other states party hereto.
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Article VI. Construction and Severability.65
The provisions of this compact shall be severable and if any

phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared
to be unconstitutional or the applicability thereof, to any state,
agency, person, or circumstances is held invalid, the constitu-
tionality of the remainder of this compact and the applicability
thereof to any other state, agency, person or circumstance shall
not be affected thereby. It is the legislative intent that the
provisions of this compact be reasonably and liberally construed.
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