
HOUSE . No. 1280
By Mr. Finnegan of Everett, petition ofKevin H. White (Secretary of the Com-

monwealth) for legislation to prohibit a centralized count of absentee ballots in
cities and towns equipped with voting machines. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

4
an Act to provide that in cities and towns equipped with

VOTING MACHINES NO CENTRALIZED COUNT SHALL BE MADE OF
ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:'■tv of the same, as follows

1 Section 1. Section 95 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 624 of the acts

ided by striking out the first sen-of 1963, is hereby further a
1 tence and inserting ir thereof the followir

Inch use voting machines, the cityExcept in cities and town;
of two election officers represent-6 or town clerk, in the present

litical parties, detailed by said clerk7 ing each of the two leading p<
hereinafter provided as he may8 or such tellers appointed

1 forthwith, following the hour for the closing of9 d
10 the polls on the day of the election, audibly and distinctly count
11 and announce the number of names checked on the lists referred
12 to in the last sentence of section ninetv-one, or in section one
13 hundred and three the case may be, and, in cities and in
14 towns divided into voting precincts, a separate count shall be

nes checked on such lists for each15 made of the number of na
16 precinct

1 Section 2. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by in-
-2 sorting after section 94 the following sections:
3 Section 9JfA. In cities and towns using voting machines, the
4 city or town clerk, upon receipt of an envelope purporting to
5 contain an official absent voting ballot, shall attach thereto the
6 application for an official absent voting ballot executed by the
7 voter whose name appears thereon and certified by the regis-

Ci)c CommontoealtJ) of c^assadnisetts
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8 trars of voters. All such envelopes shall be preserved unopened.
9 Upon election day within one hour after the hour for the closing

10 of the polls the said clerk shall deliver all envelopes received by
11 him to the election officers in the several precincts where the
12 voters named therein assert the right to vote.
13 Section 9IfB. In cities and towns using voting machines, the
14 warden or his deputy in each polling place shall forthwith, after
15 delivery of the envelopes purporting to contain official absent
16 voting ballots as provided in section ninety-four, and after the
17 ballots cast have been removed from the ballot box, open all
18 envelopes so delivered, and shall compare the signatures on thcs
19 envelopes therein enclosed with the signatures on the applica-
-20 tions attached thereto, except in the case of ballots prepared
21 under section ninety-eight, and shall examine the affidavits on
22 such envelopes. If the affidavits are properly executed and
23 sufficiently disclose that the ballots were marked and mailed or
24 delivered as required by sections ninety-two and ninety-three,
25 and if the signatures on the affidavits of the voters appear to

:6 have been executed by the same persons who signed the ap-
plications, and to be the signatures of duly registered voters who

'8 have not voted at the election, he shall make public announce-
' 9 ment of the names of the absent voters, open the envelopes in

30 such manner as not to destroy the affidavits thereon, take out th
1 ballots without unfolding them, or permitting them to be opened

mined, and, after checking the names of the absent voter
on the voting list, shall deposit the ballots in the ballot box. If

the affidavit has been improperly
fitly disclose that the ballot was
red as required by said sections
or was not signed by the person
application, or if the voter whose

he finds an envelope whereir
35 executed, or does not suffici
36 marked and mailed or deli
37 ninety-two and ninety-three
38 who signed tl mpanvm

39 name appears thereon is not a registered voter or has voted in
40 person, he shall not open the envelope, but shall mark across the
41 face thereof “Rejected as defective”, “Rejected as not a voter”,
42 “Voted in person”, as the case may be. If he finds an envelojm
43 to bear an affidavit executed in violation of section ninety-two
44 before an official who is a candidate for election at the election,
45 he shall not open the envelope, but shall mark across the face
46 thereof “Rejected as defective”. All envelopes, open or un-
-47 opened, shall be retained with the ballots cast at the election,
48 and preserved and destroyed in the manner provided by law for
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49 the retention, preservation or destruction of official ballots. The
50 tally sheets in use at elections shall provide in convenient form
51 for the recording thereon of all envelopes, as well as all accepted
52 or rejected ballots of absent voters.

1 Section 3. Section 96 of said chapter 54, as most recently
2 amended by section 8 of chapter 374 of the acts of 1963, is
3 hereby further amended by ad>
4 ing: —, or in cities and towns
5 by the officer charged with depi

ling at the end thereof the follow-
where voting machines are used,
isiting the ballot in the ballot box.

1 Section 4. Section 100 of
2 section 9 of chapter 374 of th<

said chapter 54, as appearing in
■ acts of 1963, is hereby amended

3 by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence: Except as provided in this section and
5 the following section, no person to whom an absent voting ballot
6 has been mailed or delivered as provided in section ninety-two,
7 and opposite whose name on the voting lists the letters A. V. or
8 SAV have been placed as provided in section ninety-one or in
9 section one hundred and three G, as the case may be, shall be

10 permitted to vote in person.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by in-
-2 serting after section 100 the following section:

3 Section 100A. In cities and towns where voting machines are
1 used, sections eighty-six to one hundred and three, inclusive,
5 shall not prevent a voter who has mailed or delivered, as the case

6 may be, a ballot under them from voting in person. No ballot
7 mailed or delivered under said sections shall be counted if the
8 officers charged with the duty of counting the same are cognizant
9 of the fact that the voter has died prior to the opening of the

10 polls on the day of the election, or is under sentence in a penal
11 institution.
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