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By Mr. Rourke of Lowell, petition of the Associated Fire Fighters of Massa-
chusetts AFL:CIO for requiring the presence of fire department personnel at cer-

tain open air fires before permits therefor are granted. Public Safety.
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An Act requiring sufficient fire department personnel to
BE PRESENT AT CERTAIN OPEN AIR FIRES BEFORE A PERMIT WILL

BE GRANTED FOR ANY BURNING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 48 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 13, as most recently amended by chapter 274 of
3 the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 13. No person shall set, maintain or increase a fire
6 in the open air at any time except by permission, covering a
7 period not exceeding two days from the date thereof, granted
8 by the forest warden or chief of the fire department in cities
9 and towns, or, in cities having such an official, the fire com-

-10 missioner; provided, that if such permission is not in writing
11 a written record of the granting thereof, setting forth the date
12 upon which permission was granted, the dates covered by such
13 permission, the name and address of the person to whom, and
14 the manner in which, such permission was granted, and any other
15 necessary information relative thereto, shall be made and kept

1|46 by the forest warden, chief or fire commissioner, as the case may
17 be, and shall be open to public inspection; and provided, further
18 that persons over the age of twenty-one may, without a permit,
19 set, maintain or increase a reasonable fire for the purpose of cook-

-20 ing, upon sandy or gravelly land free from living or dead vegeta-
-21 tion or upon sandy or rocky beaches bordering on tide water, if
22 the fire is enclosed within rocks, metal or other non-inflammable

Clie Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.



[Jan. 1964.HOUSE No. 1400.)

23 material. The forest warden, chief or fire commissioner, as the
24 case may be, may make it a condition for granting a permit that
25 any burning shall be done only after four o’clock (eastern
26 standard time) in the afternoon, that there shall be sufficient
27 fire department personnel, assigned by proper authority at the
28 expense of the person seeking such permit present to control the
29 fire until it is ent irely extinguished, and he may revoke a permit
30 at any time. The forester may make rules and regulations re-
-31 lating to the granting and revocation of such permits binding
32 throughout the commonwealth. Such rules and regulations shallot
33 take effect subject to section thirty-seven of chapter thirty, when
34 approved by the governor and council. The forest wardens in
35 towns and officials performing the duties of forest wardens in
36 cities shall cause public notice to be given of the provisions of
37 this section and shall enforce the same. Whoever violates any
38 provision of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more
39 than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
40 one month, or both.
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