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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Joseph K. Collins and Robert H. Quinn
relative to making corrective changes in the law pertaining to motions for directed
verdicts in criminal oases. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four,

An Act making corrective changes in the provisions pertain-
ing TO MOTIONS FOR DIRECTED VERDICTS IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The second sentence of the second paragraph of
2 section 11 of chapter 278 of the General Laws, inserted by chap-
-3 ter 569 of the acts of 1963, is hereby stricken out and the follow-
-4 ing sentence substituted therefor: If, at the close of the com-
-5 monwealth’s evidence a defendant moves for a directed verdict
6 or requests a ruling that the evidence is insufficient to warrant
7 a conviction, a denial of the motion or of the request shall not
8 bar the offering of evidence by the defendant, whether or not he
9 has reserved the right to do so.

1 Section 2. Said section 11 is further amended in each of the
2 last two sentences by striking out the words “enter a finding of”
3 and inserting in their place the words: order the entry of a
4 verdict of; so that said last two sentences shall read; If a
5 verdict of guilty is returned, the court may on such motion set
6 aside the verdict and order a new trial or order the entry of a
7 verdict of not guilty. If no verdict is returned the court may
8 order a new trial or order the entry of a verdict of not guilty.
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