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By Air. Davoren of Milford, petition of the Senior Citizens & Associates of
America for legislation to define elderly persons of low income in respect to ad-
mission to public housing projects and providing benefits for certain organiza-
tions whose members are over sixty years of age. Mercantile Affairs.

An Act defining elderly persons of low income and appoint-

ing AN ACCEPTANCE COMMITTEE TO SUPERVISE THE ELIGIBILITY
OF APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO HOUSING UNITS AND PROVIDING
BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE MEMBERS ARE
OVER SIXTY YEARS OF AGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 26J of chapter 121 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 643 of the acts
3 of 1962 is hereby further amended by striking out the eighth
4 paragraph entitled “Elderly persons of low income” and in-
-5 sorting in place thereof the following paragraph:
6 “Elderly persons of low income”, persons having reached the
7 age of sixty-five or over whose monthly income does not exceed
8 one hundred seventy-five dollars and whose assets do not exceed
9 two thousand dollars in cash or negotiable securities. Married

10 persons living together may have a combined income not to
11 exceed three hundred dollars monthly and total assets in cash or
12 negotiable securities not to exceed three thousand dollars.

1 Section 2. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 26VV, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 551 of the acts of 1963, the following
4 section:
5 Section 26VV {l/2). Notwithstanding the provisions of any
6 general or special law to the contrary, each city or town having,
7 or intending to have, housing units for elderly persons of low
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income shall appoint a committee, to be known as an acceptance
committee, whose duty shall be to supervise the eligibility of
applicants for admission to housing units for elderly persons of
low income. The committee shall include a representative of
the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish faiths, a representative of
organized labor and a representative of either the Senior Citizens
or Golden Age organizations. The committee shall have the
authority to hire a qualified social worker to interview and in-
vestigate the applicant’s eligibility.

Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, any organization, whose member-
ship consists of a minimum of seventy-five per cent of persons
over sixty years of age, shall be eligible to receive any benefits,
financial or otherwise, from local councils for the aging without
becoming directly identified as part of such council.


