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By Mr. Farrell of Worcester, petition of Thomas F. Farrell for abolishing the
Massachusetts Board of Regional Community Colleges and creating a new board
of regional community colleges within the Department of Education. Education.
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An Act abolishing the Massachusetts board of regional

COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND CREATING A NEW BOARD OF REGIONAL
COMMUNITY COLLEGES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 27 the following section

Section 27A. There is hereby established in the depart
j a Massachusetts board of regional community colleges,
nafter referred to as the board, which shall consist of the

6 members of the state board of education. The duties of th
board shall include the determination of the need for education
at the community and junior college level throughout the

9 commonwealth, and the development and execution of an
10 over-all plan to meet this need. The board shall then establish
11 and maintain regional community colleges at suitable loca-
-12 tions in accordance with this plan. The board shall have the
13 power to construct, lease or otherwise provide any facilities
14 required for these colleges, including the right to take land for
15 such purposes by eminent domain under the provisions of
16 chapter seventy-nine. The board may also enter into agree-

#l7 ments for the use of local facilities with a local school committee
18 or other local authority or jointly with local school committees
19 or other authorities of two or more cities or towns; provided,
20 that the board and the local school committee or committees
21 or other local authorities, shall have the right to review this
22 agreement for the use of local facilities at any time. The
23 board may, upon six months’ notice and after consultation
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24 with the local school committee or committees or other au-
-25 thorities, require changes in such an agreement or discontinue
26 the agreement. The school committee or school committees
27 or other local authorities may discontinue the agreement at the
28 close of any academic year, provided at least six months’ notice
29 is given to the board.
30 The board shall have general supervision and control of

1 regional community colleges established under the provision,
of this section, shall select the dean and other officers of each
college and shall define their duties and tenure of offic

34 The board shall have complete authority with respect to the
15 election or appointment of officers and professional staff, in-

-16 eluding their dismissal, promotion, demotion and transfer,
including the assignment of their respective ranks and dutie

38 within quotas and titles established in the appropriation act
39 by the general court. For the purposes of this section, pro-
-40 fessional staff shall include all persons employed for actual
41 instruction of students and corresponding positions in the
42 fields of experiment, extension, law enforcement and related
43 activities.
44 The board may lure such professional personnel at a rate
45 above the minimum and within the grade to which the position
46 is allocated upon determination by the board that the person
47 to be employed has served satisfactorily in a comparable po-
-48 sition for a period of time equivalent to the period required
49 by the general salary schedule had such service been entirely
50 in the service of the commonwealth.
51 The board may, without prior approval, within the limits of
52 appropriation made therefor, engage consultants and lecturers
53 and employ such temporary professional employees at rates
54 and in titles corresponding to permanent positions authorized
55 for these colleges as they shall determine necessary for the
56 operation of the colleges for periods not exceeding the fiscal
57 year.

58 The board may, notwithstanding the provisions of section
59 twenty-one of said chapter thirty, authorize the pay ment of
60 overtime or extra compensation to such professional employees,
61 within the limits of appropriations made therefor, for such
62 services rendered in summer sessions or other periods outside
63 the session periods of the normal academic year; provided,
64 that the trustees shall determine that such services shall not
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interfere with regular full-time activities as provided by law
required of such professional employees. The board shall
establish the curricula which shall be substantially equivalent
to the first two years of college education, including post-high
school professional or vocational education, and may establish
programs of adult education; shall fix the tuition to be charged,
and may grant the degree of Associate in Arts or Associate in
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Science, or both such degrees, to persons who complete the
required courses of instruction in such colleges.

79
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Each regional community college established under this

section shall have an advisory board to consist of ten mem-
bers appointed by the governor. The members shall be resi-
dents of the region served by the college. In the initial ap-
pointments, two members shall be appointed to serve for five
years, two for four years, two for three years, two for two years,
and two for one year. Upon the expiration of the term of a
member of an advisory board his successor shall be appointed
for a term of five years. At least one member of each advisory
board shall be a representative of business, and one shall be a
representative of labor.
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Section 2. Section twenty-seven of said chapter fifteen
is hereby repealed.
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