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Chap. 482. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE MANAGEMENT OF 
THE SOLDIERS' HOME IN MASSACHUSETTS AND 
HOLYOKE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is relative to the management of the 
Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

Section 17 of chapter 6 of the General Laws, as appearing in 
section 1 of chapter 535 of the acts of 1966, is hereby amended 
by inserting after the word "Massachusetts", in line 5, the 
words:- , the superintendent of the Soldiers' Home in Massachu
setts , who shall have the title of commandant who shall be appoin
ted by the governor, and the superintendent of the Soldiers' 
Home in Holyoke, who shall have the title of superintendent. 

Approved August 10, 1979. 

Chap. 483. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN MEDICAL 
PAYMENTS MAY BE ORDERED BY A SINGLE 
MEMBER OF THE INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 
out section 7, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 
742 of the acts of 1972, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing section:-

Section 7. If the insurer and the injured employee fail to 
reach an agreement in regard to compensation, or if they have 
reached such an agreement, which has been signed and filed in 
accordance with this chapter, and compensation has been paid or 
is due in accordance therewith, and the parties thereto then 
disagree as to the continuance of any weekly payments or 
payment of medical and hospital bills under such agreement, 
either party may notify the division, which shall thereupon 
assign the case for conference by a member thereof, to be held 
not later than twenty-eight days from the date such notice was 
received by the division. Such member shall make such inquiries 
and investigations as he deems necessary and shall have the power 
to require and receive reports of injury, signed statements of the 
employee and other witnesses, medical and hospital reports and 
records, and such other oral and written matter as shall enable 
him to determine whether weekly compensation or medical and 
hospital bills under this chapter are due. If the member determines, 
on such information that weekly compensation or medical and hos
pital bills are due under this chapter, he shall forthwith file a 
written order for such weekly compensation or medical and hospital 
bills. If the member determines that weekly compensation or medical 
and hospital bills should be modified or terminated, he shall 
forthwith file a written order modifying or discontinuing weekly 
compensation or medical and hospital bills. Any party aggrieved 
by an order filed under this section may within ten days from 
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the filing of such an order request the division to set the case 
for a hearing before another member thereof. Upon the filing of 
such request the chairman shall schedule a hearing to be held on 
a date not later than three months from the date the request was 
filed. Pending a decision rendered after such hearing, compensa
tion shall be paid, modified or discontinued in accordance with 
the order filed under this section. Such an order shall for all 
purposes be enforceable under section eleven; provided, however, 
that in the event of a request for a hearing, such order shall be 
enforceable under said section eleven only until a decision has 
been rendered after such hearing. If, after such hearing, a 
decision is rendered that weekly payments or medical and hospital 
bills made under the original order were not due, the state 
treasurer shall reimburse the insurer and the employee shall 
reimburse the state treasurer for the amounts paid the insurer. 
If, after such hearing, a decision is rendered ordering payment 
of compensation from the date on which a modification or discon
tinuation of payments had been ordered, the employee shall be 
paid the compensation found due. The decision rendered after a 
hearing shall be enforceable under said section eleven. 

Approved August 10, 1979. 

Chap. 484. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN LABOR 
CONTRACTS SHALL CONTINUE IN EFFECT AND 
BE BINDING UPON SUCCESSOR EMPLOYERS. 

Be it enacted, etc . , as follows: 

Chapter 149 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert
ing after section 179B the following section:-

Section 179C. Where a collective bargaining agreement between 
an employer and a labor organization as defined in subsection (5) 
of section two of chapter one hundred and fifty A, contains a 
successor clause, such clause shall be binding upon and enforce
able against any successor employer who succeeds to the contract
ing employer's business until the expiration date of the agreement 
stated in the agreement. No such successor clause shall be 
binding upon or enforceable against any successor employer for 
more than three years from the effective date of the collective 
bargaining agreement between the contracting employer and the 
labor organization. 

As used in this section, "successor employer" means any 
purchaser, assignee or transferee of a business the employees of 
which are subject to a collective bargaining agreement, if such 
purchaser, assignee, or transferee conducts or will conduct 
substantially the same business operation, or offer the same 
service and use the same physical facilities, as the contracting 
employer. 

This section shall not apply to a receiver or trustee in bank
ruptcy of any contracting employer who has gone into receiver
ship or bankruptcy, nor to any employer who acquires a business 
from a receiver or trustee in bankruptcy nor to any employer 
which is a public entity, nor to any employer who is subject to 
the National Labor Relations Act or the Railway Labor Act. 


