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By Mr. Nee of Boston, petition of Patrick W. Nee for legislation to limit the
licensing of firearms to members of hunting, rifle or gun clubs. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty Four.

An Act limiting the licensing of firearms to members of
CERTAIN REGISTERED CLUBS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
!ourt assembled , and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 131, as most recently amended by chapter 293
3 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 131. The chief of police or the board or officer having
6 control of the police in a city or town, or the commissioner of
7 public safety, or persons authorized by them, respectively, after
8 an investigation, may, upon the application of any person, who
9 is a registered member of a hunting, rifle or gun club chartered

10 or licensed by the commonwealth, city or town, including a
11 minor eighteen or over who has the written consent of his parent
12 or guardian, residing or having a place of business within their
13 respective jurisdiction, except an alien, a person who has been
14 convicted of a felony or of the unlawful use, possession or sale
15 of narcotic or harmful drugs or a minor under the age of eighteen,
16 issue a license to such applicant to carry firearms in the com-
-17 monwealth or to possess therein a machine gun, if it appears
18 that he is a suitable person to be so licensed, and that he has
19 good reason to fear injury to his person or property, or for any
20 other proper purpose, including the carrying of firearms for use
21 in target practice only. Licenses shall be renewed according to
22 the following schedule: a licensee whose date of birth occurs
23 in an even-numbered year shall be issued a license expiring on
24 his date of birth in the next even-numbered year; a licensee
25 whose date of birth occurs in an odd-numbered year shall be
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26 issued a license expiring on his date of birth in the next odd-
-27 numbered year; any renewal thereof or subsequent original
28 issue shall expire on the anniversary of the applicant’s date of
29 birth occurring more than twelve months but not more than
30 twenty-four months after the effective date of such license; any
31 license issued to an applicant born on February twenty-ninth,
32 for the purposes of this section, shall expire on March first. All
33 such licenses shall be revocable for cause at the will of the au-
34 thority issuing the same, who shall forthwith send written notice
35 of such revocation to the commissioner of public safety. Li-
36 censes shall be issued on forms furnished by said commissionei
37 and shall contain blank spaces for such information as the
38 commissioner deems necessary for proper identification of the
39 licensee. The authority to whom such application is made shall
40 cause one copy of said applicant’s fingerprints to be forwarded
41 to said commissioner, who shall within a reasonable time advise
42 in writing of the criminal record, if any, of the applicant. The
43 taking of fingerprints shall not be required in issuing the re-
44 newal of a license, if the fingerprints of the applicant are on file
45 with the commissioner. The fee for such license shall be two
46 dollars, and shall be payable in a manner prescribed by the au-
47 thority empowered to issue such license and shall not be pro-
48 rated or refunded in case of revocation. Whoever, knowingly,
49 issues a license in violation of this section shall be punished by
50 imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than two

51 years in a jail or house of correction. Notwithstanding the pro-
-52 visions of this section, no license shall be required for the pos-

session or carrying of a firearm known as a detonator and com-
monly used on motor vehicles as a signalling and marking de-

3, when carried or possessed for such signalling and marking
urposes. Any person refused a license under this section may

judicial review of such refusal by filing, within ten days of
a petition for review thereof in the district court

59 having jurisdiction in the city or town wherein the applicant
60 filed for said license, and a justice of said court, after having,-
61 heard all of the facts, may direct that a license be issued the
62 applicant, if he is satisfied that there was no reasonable ground
63 for refusing such license and that the applicant was not pro-
64 hibited by law from holding the same


