
HOUSE . No. 3051
Substituted by the House (in part), on motion of Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, for a

report of the committee on Election Laws, reference to the next annual session, on
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2866) of John F. Dolan for legis-
lation to apportion representatives to the several counties of the Commonwealth
and establishing boards of special commissioners to divide such counties into repre-

sentative districts. February 4.

House of Representatives

1 Whereas, There is pending before the General Court a bill,
2 House, No. 2866, entitled “An Act apportioning representatives
3 to the several counties of the commonwealth and establishing
4 boards of special commissioners to divide such counties as are
5 entitled to more than one representative into representative dis-
-6 tricts and to assign representatives thereto”, a copy of which
7 is submitted herewith; and
8 Whereas, Said bill amends chapter 666 of the acts of 1963 by
9 changing the apportionment of the two hundred and forty

10 members of the House of Representatives to the several coun-
-11 ties based on the special enumeration of legal voters in the mu-
-12 nicipalities thereof taken in the year nineteen hundred and
13 fifty-five and provides for the appointment of a board of spe-
-14 cial commissioners in each county, except Dukes and Nantucket,
15 to divide each such county into representative districts and as-
-16 sign representatives thereto based on such apportionment as
17 changed; and

Whereas, By chapter 666 of the acts of 1963 the General
19 Court made an apportionment of the representatives to the sev-
-20 eral counties based on said enumeration and provided for the
21 appointment of such boards of special commissioners; and
22 Whereas, Such boards of special commissioners were ap-
-23 pointed, divided the respective counties into representative dis-
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24 tricts and assigned representatives thereto, and made returns
25 thereof all in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution
26 and said chapter 666; and
27 Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the constitutionality of
28 said bill, if enacted into law; therefore be it
29 Ordered, That the opinions of the Honorable the Justices of
30 the Supreme Judicial Court be required by the House of Repre-
-31 sentatives upon the following important question of law:
32 Is it constitutionally competent for the General Court to
33 amend a law apportioning the two hundred and forty members
34 of the house of representatives to the several counties on the
35 basis of the special enumeration of legal voters in the munici-
-36 palities thereof taken in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
-37 five particularly in view of the fact that the respective counties
38 have been divided into representative districts and representa-
-39 tives assigned thereto?

WILLIAM C. MAIERS,
Clerk.


