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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Just a little over two years ago, on December 14, 1961, our late
President John F. Kennedy issued an Executive Order establishing
a President’s Commission whose task it was to recommend action
by which this nation might “strengthen family life and at the same
time encourage women to make their full contribution as citizens.”

After almost two years of work, this Commission submitted its
report on October 11, 1963. The report fully confirmed President
Kennedy’s wisdom and vision in focussing attention on this area.
Truly, the time had come, as he himself stated “to set forth before
the world the story of women’s progress in a free, democratic society,
to review recent accomplishments, and to acknowledge frankly the
further steps that must be taken.”

There is no doubt that our late President considered this one of
the most important tasks that lay before him: to turn into action
the recommendations of the President’s Commission on the Status
of Women.

Now this task has fallen to us; his unfinished work has become
our urgent duty.

Mindful of this duty, and upon the recommendation of interested
women and women’s organizations throughout the Commonwealth,
I recommend herewith the establishment of a commission relative

*to the status of women in Massachusetts.
We have been particularly fortunate in this state in having a

long and notable history of distinguished contributions by women
in their roles as homemakers, participants in cultural and civic af-
fairs, and working contributors to governmental, educational and
economic progress.

The scientific and social revolutions of our time demand that we

C6e Commontoealt!) of Q^assacijusetts



HOUSE No. 3078. [Feb.9

re-evaluate the institutions and practices of our society so that each
individual be allowed to develop to the full extent of his or her
potential and, further, that our society be strengthened by the full
and effective use of the capabilities of all our citizens.

The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women would
concern itself with examining all those areas of activity in which
women have traditionally made their most important contribution,
examining the structure of our laws and institutions to determine
how they might be strengthened or altered to allow women to
achieve a more satisfactory fulfillment of their needs and aspira-
tions, while also heightening the effectiveness of their
as full partners in democracy’s struggle against poverty, ignorance
and injustice.

Further, the Commission would concern itself with examining
the implications of the vast changes which we are experiencing, and
which we may expect to experience. The Commission would
assess the resources which are now available to help women meet
the challenges of changing social and economic order, and it would
recommend the development of new resources to meet the chal-
lenges of tomorrow.

Some fourteen states have already established similar commis-
sions to the one which I recommend today. Several others are
considering establishing them. President Johnson has established
a Cabinet Committee, the Interdepartmental Committee on the
Status of Women, to implement the recommendations of the Presi-
dent’s Commission on a Federal level.

I am confident that we in Massachusetts will accept our respon-
sibility towards strengthening family life, increasing the well-being
of our society, and enabling the women of the Commonwealth to
develop their capacities and fulfill their aspirations as full citizens
in a free society.

Respectfully submitted,

ENDICOTT PEABODY,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

Resolve providing for the study by a special commission of

THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN EMPLOYMENT AND OTHER AREAS.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to consist of three mem-

-2 hers of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, five
3 members of the house of representatives to be designated by the
4 speaker thereof, the commissioners of the departments of labor
5 and industries, public health, public welfare, commerce, and
6 education, the director of civil service, the director of the divi-
-7 sion of employment security, and ten members to be appointed
8 by the governor, is hereby established for the purpose of making
9 an investigation and study of the status of women in the follow-

-10 ing areas:
11 (1) the employment policies and practices of the common-

-12 wealth;
13 (2) state labor laws dealing with wages, hours and working
14 conditions;
15 (3) differences in legal treatment of men and women in regard
16 to political and civil rights, property rights and family relations;
17 (4) new and expanded services that may be required for
18 women as wives, mothers and workers, including education,
19 counseling, vocational training and retraining, home services,
20 and arrangements for the care of children during the working
21 day;
22 (5) the institution of special programs for the education,
23 counseling and training of culturally disadvantaged women, and
24 (6) any other areas involving the status of women in the

j, 25 commonwealth which might be referred to this commission by
26 the general court.
27 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
28 house or elsewhere, may travel within or without the common-

-29 wealth and may expend for expert legal, technical, clerical and
30 other services and assistance such sums as may be appropriated
31 therefor.
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32 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
33 of its investigation, and its recommendations, if any, together
34 with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations
35 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the House of
36 Representatives not later than the last Wednesday in December
37 in the current year.


