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cour t s in Boston, the sheriff, super in tenden t of the house of 
correct ion or other officer, except those named in the following 
sect ion, upon receiving f ines , fees or other money in any criminal 
p roceed ings , payable to t h e commonwealth or to a city or town 
shal l , before the t en th day of every month, pay over to the 
s ta te t r e a s u r e r and account , on oath, for all f ines, fees or other 
money so received dur ing the preceding calendar month, and 
make the detailed s ta tements r equ i red by law. 

SECTION 48. Section 14 of said chapter 280, as appear ing in 
the Tercen tena ry Edition, is he reby amended by s t r iking out , in 
line 2, the word "master" and inser t ing in place thereof the 
word: - supe r in t enden t . 

SECTION 49. Said chapte r 280 is hereby fur ther amended by 
s t r ik ing out section 15, as amended by section 315 of chapter 
478 of the acts of 1978, and inser t ing in place thereof the follow
ing section :-

Section 15. Every keeper of a jail and super in tendent of a 
house of correct ion shal l , on the f irs t days of January , April , 
July and October , pay over to the s ta te t r ea su re r all money 
received by him unde r t h e preceding section dur ing the p reced
ing t h r ee months , and r e n d e r to said s ta te t r e a s u r e r an account , 
on oa th , showing the names of pr i soners by whom payments have 
been so made, the cour t by which each was committed and the 
amount received from each. 

Approved August 10, 1979. 

Chap . 486. AN ACT DIRECTING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY TO ESTABLISH A PARK 
ON CERTAIN LAND IN THE TOWN OF BILLERICA. 

Be it enacted , e t c . , as follows: 

All the land owned by Middlesex county on the southeaster ly 
side of Treble Cove road in the town of Billerica, present ly 
unde r control and cus tody of the sheriff of said county is hereby 
t r ans f e r r ed to the control and custody of the county commissioners, 
after a su rvey has been made, describing the metes and bounds 
of said land and said s u r v e y has been recorded with the r eg i s t ry 
of deeds for said coun ty , and shall be used and maintained as a 
p a r k and recreat ion a r ea . 

Approved August 9, 1979. 

Chap . 487. AN ACT DIRECTING THE COMMISSIONER OF 
ADMINISTRATION TO SELL AND CONVEY CERTAIN 
LAND IN THE CITY OF NORTH ADAMS TO THE 
NORTH ADAMS REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. 

Whereas, The defer red operation of this act would t end to 
defeat i t s p u r p o s e , which is to sell and convey certain land of 
the commonwealth to the North Adams Redevelopment Author i ty , 
therefore it is he reby declared to be an emergency law, necessary 
for the immediate preserva t ion of the public convenience. 
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Be it enacted, etc . , as follows: 
SECTION 1. The commissioner of administration acting for and 

in behalf of the commonwealth is hereby authorized and directed 
to sell and convey to the North Adams Redevelopment Authority 
at a nominal fee, by deed approved as to form by the attorney 
general, all of the right, title and interest of the commonwealth 
to a parcel of land in the city of North Adams for redevelopment 
purposes. Said parcel consisting of 32,900 square feet more or 
less, is described by deed of Pittsfield and North Adams Railroad 
Corporation, dated June 3, 1878 and recorded with the northern 
district registry of deeds in the county of Berkshire in Book 
150, page 309. 

SECTION 2. Said conveyance shall be subject to the condition 
that title to the aforesaid parcel shall revert to the commonwealth 
if the land is not used by said Authority for redevelopment 
purposes within five years. 

Approved August 10, 1979. 

Chap. 488. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
Be it enacted, etc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. It is hereby declared that the value of capital 
punishment as a deterrent for crime is a complex factual issue 
the resolution of which properly rests with the general court, 
which has evaluated the results of statistical studies in the terms 
of the local conditions with a flexibility of approach not available 
to the courts, and that the general court has so found and 
defined those crimes and those criminals for which capital punish
ment is most probably an effective deterrent. It is hereby 
further declared that the value of capital punishment as retribution, 
although unappealing to many, is an expression of society's 
moral outrage at the commission of particularly heinous crimes 
and that capital punishment for the crime of murder cannot be 
viewed as invariably disproportionate to the severity of that 
crime. It is hereby further declared that in the past nine years 
the Congress and over thirty-five states have enacted new death 
penalty statutes by legislative measures adopted by the people's 
chosen representatives. It is hereby further declared that the 
ability of the people of the commonwealth to express their pre
ference through their duly elected representatives must not be 
shut off by the intervention of the judicial department on the 
basis of a constitutional test intertwined with an assessment of 
contemporary standards and that the judgment of the general 
court weighs heavily in ascertaining such standards in this 
commonwealth. It is hereby further declared that in a democratic 
society, legislatures, and here, in this commonwealth, the general 
court is the body constituted to respond to the will of the people. 
It is hereby further declared that the declarations set forth 
above include and reflect the declarations already made by the 
highest court of the land which express that this subject of 
whether there be or not be capital punishment in any state is 
peculiarly questions of legislative, not judicial decision, and, in 
this commonwealth, that question is one for the general court to 


