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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMISSION OF
THE CITY OF BOSTON RELATIVE TO PROVIDING
A LARGER APPROPRIATION FOR SAID COMMIS-
SION.

City of Boston Finance Commission,
24 School Street, Boston 8, Mass., January 31, 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The attached Legislation is designed to enable the Boston Finance
Commission to carry out the mandate entrusted to it when it was
created by your honorable bodies fifty-five years ago.

At that time, the annual sum of $25,000 was allocated to the
Commission for its work. Over the course of the years, this ap-
propriation has risen to $65,000, an amount, which, in terms of
adjusted buying power or operating funds is actually much less than
the $25,000 designated in the original legislation.

Aggravating the problem of a budget which has lagged behind
the rising cost of living is the fact that the area of the Commission’s
responsibilities has grown considerably. When the General Court of
1909 saw fit to create this agency, there was no Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority, no Boston Housing Authority, and no Boston
Traffic Commission. Moreover, other city departments were much
smaller in size and scope. In a word, municipal administration was
a much simpler proposition in 1909.

One gauge of the increase in the Commission’s workload and re-
sponsibility is the amount of money spent each year by the depart-
ments and agencies that fall within the Commission’s purview.
Their combined budgets amounted to $38,227,000 in 1905. Today,
they spend $367,446,000 (and this is exclusive of the Housing and
Redevelopment Authorities).

Thus, in order to fulfill its duties, the Commission has had to
cover increasingly broader areas with increasingly diminished
resources.
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We rc espectfully request, therefore, that the General Court enact
endment to the law creating the Commission, raising its
from the present $65,000 to $95,000.

the amc
budget

Respectfully submitted,

George Berkley,
Chairman.

Roger J. Abizaid, M.D.,
Joseph McNamara,
Lawrence F. O’Donnell,
Russell S. Codman, Jr.

Thomas J. Murphy, Executive Secretary.

THE FINANCE COMMISSION.
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An Act to provide a larger appropriation for the finance
COMMISSION OP THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 20 of chapter 486 of the acts of 1909, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 175 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in line 6 and in line 10, the word “sixtv-
4 five” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the word:
5 ninety-five, —soas to read as follows: Section 20. The said
6 commission is authorized to employ such experts, counsel and
7 other assistants, and to incur such other expenses as it may deem
8 necessary, and the same shall be paid by said city uponrequisition
9 by the commission, not exceeding in the aggregate in any year

10 the sum of ninety-five thousand dollars, or such additional sums
11 as may be appropriated for the purpose by the city council and
12 approved by the mayor. A sum sufficient to cover the salary of
13 the chairman of the commission and the further sum of at least
14 ninety-five thousand dollars to meet the expenses as aforesaid
15 each year shall be appropriated by said city. The commission
16 shall have the same right to incur expenses in anticipation of
17 its appropriation as if it were a regular department of said city.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.
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