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E x e c u t i v e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
S t a t e  H o u s e ,  B o s t o n ,  M ay 11, 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of U. S. Public Law 566 (83rd Congress) 
the federal government has cooperated with the Commonwealth in 
the construction of a series of flood control reservoirs in the SuAsCo 
region which comprises the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Rivers. 
This important small watershed project is an integral segment of 
the watershed protection and flood control plan of our Water Re
sources Commission.

The project was initiated under the provisions of Chapter 669 of 
the Acts of 1960. That special law authorized the Commonwealth 
to provide the non-federal cost share which is only a small portion 
of the total expenditure, the major share being borne by the federal 
government.

As the result of the rising costs of land acquisition and site prepa
rations, the Water Resources Commission has requested an increase 
in the amount of bond authorization to meet the cost of the Com
monwealth’s share in order to complete the project and take ad
vantage of federal reimbursement. The full federal benefits cannot 
be realized until final completion of the system.

Therefore, I submit herewith a legislative proposal designed to 
provide the authority and the financial structure to conclude suc
cessfully this federal-state joint venture in flood control and water
shed protection. I urge your immediate attention to this matter in 
view of immediate pending land takings.

Sincerely,

ENDICOTT PEABODY,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

A n  A c t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o p  m o n e y  w h i c h  t h e  c o m m o n 
w e a l t h  M AY BORROW  TO M EET THE N O N -FED ERAL COST OF CER
TAIN W ORKS OF IM PROVEM ENT FOR FLOOD PREVENTION AND #  
RELATED PURPOSES IN THE W ATERSH ED OF THE SUDBURY, ASSABET 

AND CONCORD RIVERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for an increase
3 in the amount of money which may be borrowed by the common-
4 wealth to meet the non-federal cost of certain works of improve-
5 ment for flood prevention and related purposes in the watershed
6 of the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord rivers, therefore it is
7 hereby declared to be an emergency law. necessary for the im-
8 mediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 For the purpose of meeting the non-federal cost of certain
2 works of improvement for flood prevention and related purposes,
3 including water resources utilization, in the watershed of the
4 Sudbury, Assabet and Concord rivers, as authorized by chapter
5 six hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 sixty, and for purposes of low-flow regulation, the state treasurer
7 shall, upon request of the governor and council, issue and sell,
8 in addition to the bonds authorized by said chapter six hundred
9 and sixty-nine, at public or private sale, bonds of the common-

10 wealth registered or with interest coupons attached, as he mav
11 deem best, to an amount to be specified by the governor am •
12 council, from time to time, but not exceeding the sum of two
13 hundred and fifty thousand dollars. All bonds issued by the
14 commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face,
15 SuAsCo Watershed Project Plan, Act of 1964, and shall be on the
16 serial payment plan for such maximum term of years, not ex-



17 ceeding ten years, as the governor may recommend to the general
18 court pursuant to section 3 of Article LX II of the Amendments
19 to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof
20 to be so arranged that the amounts payable in the several years
21 of the period of amortization other than the final year shall be
22 as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is prac-
23 ticable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-
24 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of
25 the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall
26 be payable not later than one year from the date of issuance
27 thereof and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth, nine-
28 teen hundred and seventy-nine.
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