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House of Representatives, June 17, 1964.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was referred so much
of the report of the special commission (including members of the
General Court) established (by chapter 77 of the Resolves of 1952
and most recently revived and continued by chapter 30 of the Re-
solves of 1964) to make an investigation and study relative to re-
tarded children and the training facilities available therefor (House,
No. 3601), as relates to the appointment of an assistant commis-
sioner of special education and an assistant commissioner of mental
retardation (App. J), report the accompanying bill (House, No.
3688).

For the committee,

JOSEPH E. BRETT.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act relative to the appointment of an assistant commis-

sioner OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND AN ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER
OF MENTAL RETARDATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 1C the following section:
3 Section ID. There shall be in the department an assistant
4 commissioner of special education in charge of the education
5 of all mentally and physically handicapped children and emo-
-6 tionally disturbed children. The assistant commissioner of
7 special education shall have earned a doctorate from a recog-
-8 nized college or university in education or psychology, and have
9 experience and demonstrated competence in administration

10 and research and of recognized standing in the professional and
11 scientific community and shall be appointed by the board.

1 Section 2. Section 4of said chapter 15 is hereby amended
2 by inserting after the fourth sentence, as appearing in section 2
3 of chapter 585 of the acts of 1952, the following sentence; —■
4 The director of the division of special education shall be under
5 the direction of the assistant commissioner of special education
6 who shall be responsible to the commissioner.

1 Section 3. The first sentence of section 15A of said chapter
2 15, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 514 of the acts of 1954,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “of”, in line 1,
4 the following; an assistant commissioner of special education
5 and, so as to read as follows: The division of special edu-
-6 cation shall consist of an assistant commissioner of special
7 education and a director to be appointed by the board, at such
8 salary as it may determine.

1 Section 4. Chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
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3 by section 1 of chapter 511 of the acts of 1939, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. There shall be a department of mental health, in
6 this chapter called the department, and a commissioner of mental
7 health who shall have the exclusive supervision and control of the
8 department. All action of the department shall be taken by the
9 commissioner or, under his direction, by such agents or sub-

-10 ordinate officers as he may determine. There shall be in the
11 department an assistant commissioner, qualified as hereinafter
12 provided, who shall perform such duties as the commissioner

may prescribe, and a second assistant commissioner qualified as
14 hereinafter provided who shall, under the direction of the com-
-15 missioner, have charge of the financial matters relating to the
16 department and perform such other duties as the commissioner
17 may prescribe and an assistant commissioner for mental retarda-
-18 tion, qualified as hereinafter provided who shall be responsible
19 for the supervision of all programs for the mentally retarded
20 conducted by the department of mental health. The commis-
-21 sioner and assistant commissioner shall be physicians who are
22 diplomates in psychiatry of the American Board of Psychiatry
23 and Neurology, Incorporated, and shall have had at least five
24 years’ experience on the resident administrative staff of a state
25 or federal hospital for mental diseases or in any equivalent psy-
-26 chiatric organization, or at least four years’ experience as aforc-
-27 said and at least one year’s exoerience in the department con-
-28 trolling such hospital. The second assistant commissioner shall
29 be a man of business experience qualified to undertake the man-
-30 agement of the financial and business interests of the department.
31 The assistant commissioner for mental retardation shall be a
32 doctoral level person from either psychiatry, psychology or
33 social work, with orientation in disciplines other than his own,
34 and experience in mental retardation, program development and
35 administration. In the event of the disability or absence of the
36 commissioner, or of a vacancy in his office by reason of death or
$7 otherwise, the assistant commissioner shall exercise the powers
38 and perform the duties of the commissioner. In the event of the
39 death, absence or disability of both the commissioner and the
40 assistant commissioner, the governor, with the advice and con-
-41 sent of the council, may appoint an acting commissioner, who
42 shall serve until the commissioner or the assistant commissioner
43 is able to perform the duties of the office.
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