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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act further regulating the powers and duties of the

RECORDS CONSERVATION BOARD AND DEFINING THE WORD “REC-
ORDS” WITH REFERENCE THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 30 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 42, as most recently amended by chapter 131 of
3 the acts of 1964, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section Js. The state librarian, the attorney general, the state
6 comptroller, the commissioner of administration, the supervisor
7 of public records and the chief of the archives division in the
8 department of the state secretary, hereinafter called the ar-
-9 chivist, or persons designated by them, shall act as a board, to

10 be known as the records conservation board, of which board the
11 archivist shall be secretary. Said board, after consultation with
12 the chairman of any board or commission or the head of any
13 department or institution or a person designated by such chair-
-14 man or head may, either by its own motion or on the request of
15 said chairman or head, sell or destroy, from time to time, records

JB as defined in this act, in accordance with disposal schedules
17 which shall have been submitted to said board and either ap-
-18 proved or modified by said board. Until such action shall have
19 been taken all records shall remain the property of the common-
-20 wealth. Said board shall have power to require all departments
21 of the commonwealth to report to it what series of records they
22 hold to set standards for the management and preservation of
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23 such records, and to establish schedules for the destruction, in
24 whole or in part, and transfer to the archives, in whole or in part,
25 of records no longer needed for current business. Nothing in
26 this section shall affect judicial or legislative records, lessen the
27 existing powers of the executive office of administration and
28 finance, or compel any department, division or commission to
29 surrender records it deems of current use. At least thirty days
30 before selling or destroying any such records the board may
31 publish in a daily newspaper in Boston a notice of its intention
32 to do so, containing a brief description of the articles to be sold
33 or destroyed, and it shall give such other and further notice as
34 it deems advisable to historical societies or persons interested in
35 the matter. It may, before selling or destroying any particular
36 records, books, vouchers or documents, give a public hearing to
37 all persons interested, and ten days’ notice of such hearing shall
38 be given in a daily newspaper published in Boston. Any money
39 received from sales under this section shall be paid to the com-
-40 monwealth.
41 For the purposes of this act “records ’ ’ means all books, papers,
42 maps, photographs or other recorded information, including
43 public records as defined in section seven of chapter four of the
44 General Laws, regardless of physical form or characteristics,
45 created or received by any agency of the commonwealth or in
46 political subdivisions thereof, in pursuance of law or in connec-
-47 tion with the transaction of its duties.
48 Any department, agency or agent of the commonwealth in
49 doubt whether material should be classified as a public record as
50 defined in section seven of chapter four of the General Laws, or
51 as a record as defined in this act, or outside such classification
52 shall make application to the records conservation board in
53 writing who shall then determine the proper classification.


