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Dear Mr. Secretary: The following recommendations for
the year 1967, accompanied by drafts of proposed measures, are
submitted to your office in conformity with Section 33 of Chapter 30
of the General Laws, as amended:

1. An Act providing for the Discharge of Certain Liens
PLACED UPON THE PROPERTY OF A DEPENDENT MOTHER OR FATHER
(So-called Gold Star Parents) of a Person who was killed

in Action or who died as a Result of a Service-connected
Disability incurred in Wartime Service.

This legislation would discharge all liens against the property of
such parents and would prevent the inequitable situation where
those parents who received benefits prior to September 10, 1962, are
subject to the lien law and those who have been receiving benefits
since that date are exempt.

Chapter 469 of the Acts of 1962, effective September 10, 1962
eliminated those parents from the lien law, which provides for the
placing of a real estate lien on the property of dependent parents
who are granted Veterans’ Benefits under Chapter 115 of the
General Laws.
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2. An Act relative to Veterans’ Benefits.
This bill would add to the list of definitions in Section 1 of Chap-

ter 115 of the General Laws, the word “Institution.” Certain fa-
cilities furnishing care to veterans and their dependents would be
�grouped together under this definition, thereby resulting in an
equitable determination as to residence.
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This bill also seeks to amend Clause (d) and Clause (e) of para-
graph 4of Section 1. At the present time, the former Clause (d)
quotes an excerpt from Clause 43 of Section 7, Chapter 4 of the
General Laws; namely, that a person shall be considered a vet-
eran if he meets various requirements, among which is the neces-

sity of at least 10 days’ wartime service. On July 8, 1960, Chap-
ter 544 of the Acts of 1960 amended paragraph 1 of Clause 43, Sec-
tion 7, Chapter 115 of the General Laws so that only one day of
wartime service is required for a person to be considered a veteran
under the provisions of that paragraph.

"

However, Section ( d) of paragraph 4of Section 1, Chapter 115 of
the General Laws, was never amended to correct the quotation con-
tained therein, and it continues to quote an excerpt which is in-
correct.

This bill seeks to amend Clause (d) of Section 1 of Chapter 115
of the General Laws so that it will quote the correct requirement of
one-day wartime service.

The purpose of this bill is also to amend Clause (e ) of paragraph
4 of Section 1, Chapter 115 of the General Laws, so that the word
“settlement” is eliminated and the requirement of three years’ con-
tinuous residence is substituted in place thereof as one of the require-
ments of eligibility for Veterans’ Benefits.

Chapter 793 of the Acts of 1965, approved on December 9, 1965,
was intended to eliminate the need of settlement as a basis of eli-
gibility for veterans’ aid wherever it appeared in Chapter 115 of the
General Laws. Through an oversight, the word “settlement” in
Clause (e) was not specified and, therefore, remains in the Section.

3. An Act redefining “Vietnam Veteran”
This would amend the present definition of “Vietnam veteran,”

as found in clause forty-third of section seven of chapter four, by
adding to it the following clause: provided that any person so
serving who was awarded a service-connected disability, a purple”
heart, or who died as a result of such service, under conditions other
than dishonorable, shall be deemed to be a veteran notwithstanding
his failure to complete more than one hundred and eighty days of
active service. This would be in agreement with the definition of
“veteran” as applied to veterans of other wars and eliminate
injustice that might arise to these veterans and their dependents.
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4. An Act redefining the Definition of “Dependent”.

This bill would amend the present definition of “dependent” as
found in Section 1 of Chapter 115 of the General Laws. It would
provide dependency status to those children of veterans who are
attending a full-time, day-time accredited college and who are en-
rolled in a sufficient number of courses which is considered to be
full-time attendance. It would bring the dependency of children
of veterans in line with the Veterans Administration laws and Social
Security laws in respect to the dependency of children.

Very truly yours,

CHARLES N. COLLATOS,
ommtssioner.
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