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By Mr. Berlin of Boston, petition of I. Edward Berlin for adoption of resolu-

tions by the General Court memorializing Congress to enact legislation insuring
a better standard of living for senior citizens. ConstitutionalLaw.

)ne Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-SevtIn thft

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
TO ENACT INTO LAW CERTAIN LEGISLATION THAT WOULD INSURE A
BETTER STANDARD OF LIVING FOR OUR SENIOR CITIZENS.

1 Whereas, One of the great problems facing the State and
2 Federal Governments today is that of the care for our senior
3 citizens; and

I 4 Whereas, Public Law 89-73 “The Older Americans Act of
5 1965” declared it is the responsibility of all the governmental
6 units to assist our older people to secure equal opportunity to
7 the full and free enjoyment of several objectives including: the
8 best physical and mental health, suitable housing, opportunity
9 for employment with no age discrimination, and retirement in

10 honor and dignity; and
11 Whereas, The Great and General Court of Massachusetts
12 firmly supports these objectives and believes they can be further
13 strengthened and brought closer to achievement; therefore be it
14 Resolved, That the Great and General Court of Massachu-
-15 setts memorialize the Government of the United States to
16 enact legislation that would:—
17 1. Increase the monthly minimum social security benefit to
18 eighty dollars, provide corresponding increases at all social

■JI9 security benefit levels, extend coverage to all persons age
20 seventy or older who are not otherwise eligible for such benefits,
21 and provide for future automatic increases in benefits when
22 the cost of living goes up by three per cent or more.
23 2. Permit a monthly earned income of two hundred dollars

without areduction in social security benefits.
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25 3. Exempt married persons sixty-five or older from the
26 Federal income tax if their combined annual income does not
27 exceed three thousand five hundred dollars, and that single
28 persons age sixty-five or older be exempt from the Federal
29 income tax if their annual income does not exceed two thousand
30 five hundred dollars.
31 4. Provide medicare coverage for the many persons who will
32 never become eligible at age sixty-five under the present
33 eligibility provisions, and eliminate the deductible and co-
-34 insurance features of the medicare law; and be it further
35 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded by
36 the Secretary of the Commonwealth to President Lyndon B.
37 Johnson, the presiding officer of each branch of Congress,
38 and to the members thereof from this Commonwealth.


