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By Mr. Harrison of Gloucester, petition of David E. Harrison for legislation to
establish a minimum age for school attendance. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act establishing a minimum age for school attendance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Cf)e Commontoealtf) of

1 Section lof chapter 76 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence, as appearing in
3 section 36 of chapter 572 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sentence: —Every child between
5 the minimum and maximum ages established for school
6 attendance by the board of education, except a child between
7 fourteen and sixteen who meets the requirements for the
8 completion of the sixth grade of the public school as estab-

-9 lished by said board and who holds a permit for employment
10 in private domestic service or service on a farm, under
11 section eighty-six of chapter one hundred and forty-nine, and
12 is regularly employed thereunder for at least six hours per
13 day, or a child between fourteen and sixteen who meets said
14 requirements and has the written permission of the superin-
-15 tendent of schools of the town where he resides to engage in
16 non-wage-earning employment at home, or a child over
17 fourteen who holds a permit for employment in a cooperat-
-18 ing employment, as provided in said section eighty-six, shall,
19 subject to section fifteen, attend a public day school in said
20 town, or some other day school approved by the school
21 committee, during the entire time the public schools are in
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session, unless the child attends school in another town,
during the entire time the same is in session, under sections
six to twelve, inclusive; but such attendance shall not be
required of a child unless he has attained the age of five years
as of January first in the calendar year in which he first
enters school and such attendance shall not be required of a
child whose physical or mental condition is such as to render
attendance inexpedient or impracticable or of a child granted
an employment permit by the superintendent of schools
when such superintendent determines that the welfare of
such child will be better served through the granting of such
permit, or of a child who is being otherwise instructed in a
manner approved in advance by the superintendent or the
school committee.
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