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Chap . 500. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING TO 
ACQUIRE LAND OR INTERESTS THEREIN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF FURTHERING CERTAIN FLOOD 
CONTROL AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS. 

Whereas, The defer red operat ion of this act would tend to de 
feat i ts p u r p o s e , which is to immediately expedite planning and 
const ruct ion of cer ta in flood control and drainage improvements, 
therefore it is h e r e b y declared to be an emergency law, necessa ry 
for the immediate p re se rva t ion of the public convenience. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. For the p u r p o s e of secur ing the maximum public 
benefit from the flood control and dra inage improvements, including 
a pumping stat ion a t Belle Isle inle t , for which funds were made 
available in item 2270-8772 of section two of chapter four h u n d r e d 
and e igh ty-one of the ac ts of nineteen hundred and s e v e n t y - s i x , 
the depar tment of environmental quali ty engineer ing , act ing in the 
name of the commonwealth, is he reby authorized to acquire and hold, 
by gift , p u r c h a s e , or eminent domain, subject to chapter s even ty -
nine of the general laws, such land , or easements or o ther i n t e r e s t s 
in land , as said depar tment may deem necessary to carry out said 
p u r p o s e . 

SECTION 2. Item 2270-8772 of said section two of said chap te r 
four h u n d r e d and e igh ty-one is he reby amended by inser t ing after 
the word "inlet" the following w o r d s : - , including acquisi t ion, 
by eminent domain, gift or p u r c h a s e , of certain land, or easements 
or o ther i n t e r e s t s in land . 

Approved Augus t 16, 1979. 

Chap . 501. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMIS
SIONERS OF BRISTOL COUNTY TO PAY A SUM 
OF MONEY TO GARY P. CARLSON, COURT 
OFFICER IN THE FOURTH DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRISTOL COUNTY. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the 
c o n t r a r y , the county commissioners of Bristol county a re he reby 
author ized to pay out of any available funds the sum of one 
thousand five h u n d r e d and one dollars and for ty-nine cen ts to 
Gary P. Carlson a cour t officer in the fourth dis t r ic t cour t of 
Bristol coun ty , said sum being for a salary adjustment due him. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon i ts pa s sage . 
Approved Augus t 16, 1979. 

EMERGENCY LETTER Augus t 21 , 1979 @ 3:23 P.M. 

Chap . 502. AN ACT AMENDING THE LIMITATION ON CERTAIN 
CLAIMS BY MINORS. 

Whereas, The defe r red operat ion of this act would tend to 
defeat i ts p u r p o s e , which is to immediately g r a n t to the r e p r e s e n 
ta t ives of minors upon the i r appointment the same period of time 
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to assert claims on behalf of said minors as presently is given to 
others, therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Section 60D of chapter 231 of the General Laws, as amended 
by section 1 of chapter 634 of the acts of 1975, is hereby further 
amended by inserting after the word "commenced", in lines 8 
and 9, the words:- ; and provided, further, that any such 
claim by a minor shall be commenced within three years after the 
appointment of his administrator, executor, guardian or other 
representative by which the action may be commenced. 

Approved August 16, 1979. 

Chap. 503. AN ACT INCREASING THE INTEREST PENALTY 
ON OVERDUE PROPERTY TAXES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately increase the interest 
penalty on overdue property taxes, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 57 of chapter 59 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, as most 
recently amended by section 1 of chapter 250 of the acts of 
1976, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- If 
any betterment assessment or apportionment thereof, water rate 
or annual sewer use charge added to such tax, or more than 
one-half of the balance of any such tax as reduced by any 
abatement, remains unpaid either after November first of the 
fiscal year in which it is payable, or after the thirtieth day 
after the date on which the bill for such tax was mailed after 
October first, interest at the rate of fourteen per cent per 
annum, computed from October first, or from the date the bill 
for such tax was mailed if mailed after October first, shall be 
paid on so much of the unpaid amount as is in excess of said 
one-half of such balance. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 62 of chapter 60 
of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first 
sentence, as most recently amended by section 3 of said chapter 
250, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- Any 
person having an interest in land taken or sold for nonpayment 
of taxes, including those assessed under sections twelve, thirteen 
and fourteen of chapter fifty-nine, or his heirs or assigns, at 
any time prior to the filing of a petition for foreclosure under 
section sixty-five, if the land has been taken or purchased by 
the town and has not been assigned, may redeem the same by 
paying or tendering to the treasurer the amount of the tax title 
account of the land being redeemed, and interest at sixteen per 
cent upon the original sum for which the land was taken or sold, 
from the date of sale, and upon each sum certified in accordance 
with section sixty-one, from the date of certification, together 
with all charges lawfully added to the tax title account of such 


