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By Mr. Newth of Swampscott, petition of the Massachusetts Safety Council
and another that insurance companies be required to report accident and claim
information to the Registry of Motor Vehicles. Highways and Motor Vehicle

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act requiring that insurance companies be required to
REPORT ACCIDENT AND CLAIM INFORMATION TO THE REGISTRY OF
MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and. by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 193 J the following new
3 section:
4 Section 193K. Any company against whom a claim has
5 been filed in relation to a motor vehicle accident occurring in
6 the commonwealth involving death, bodily injury or property
7 damage, shall require a certifying number of the accident re-
-8 port or such other information as the registrar may prescribe
9 be filed with police or other agency prescribed by the registrar

10 in section twenty-six of chapter ninety. Each insurance com-
il pany shall send periodically to the registrar information re-
-12 garding traffic accidents or claims prescribed by the registrar
13 in a manner or upon forms furnished by the registrar.

1 Section 2. Section 26 of chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out said section and substituting
3 in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 26. Every person operating a motor vehicle which
5 is in any manner involved in an accident in which any person
6 is killed or injured, or in which property is damaged to an
7 apparent extent in excess of two hundred dollars or as a result
8 of which an insurance claim is filed by any person shall within
9 five days after such accident report in writing to the police

10 department having jurisdiction over the place where such

Cfcc Commontaealtb of spassiKlnisetts



9 [Jan. 1967.HOUSE INo. 1402.

I

*

*

I

11 accident occurred or to such other agency as the registrar may
12 prescribe. Such report shall not be required during the period
13 of incapacity of any person who is physically incapable of mak-
-14 ing a report.
15 If the operator is not the owner of the vehicle and is physi-
-16 cally incapable of making such written report, the owner shall
17 within five days after the accident make such report based on
18 such knowledge as he may have and such information as lie
19 can obtain regarding the accident.
20 The police or the registrar may require any such operator
21 or owner to file a supplementary written report whenever in
22 their opinion the original report is insufficient. Each police
23 department or other agency prescribed by the registrar to
24 receive accident information shall maintain a file of certifvinao
25 accident number or such other information as the registrar
26 may prescribe.
27 Any person who shall fail to make a written report as re-
-28 quired in this section and who shall fail to file such report
29 with the police department or other agency prescribed by the
30 registrar within the time prescribed shall be guilty of a mis-
-31 demeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not
32 to exceed fifty dollars.
33 The registrar may suspend the license or permit to drive
34 and any non-resident operating privileges of any person fail-
-35 ing to report an accident as herein provided until such report
36 has been filed, and the registrar may extend such suspension
37 not to exceed thirty days.
38 Any person who gives information in oral or written reports
39 as required in this chapter knowing or having reason to believe
40 that such information is false shall be fined, upon conviction,
41 not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not
42 more than one year, or both.


