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By Mr. Bulger of Boston, petition of Daniel I. Cronin relative to the funer
burial expenses of poor and indigent persons. Public Welf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act relative to the funeral and burial expenses of poor
AND INDIGENT PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section ISA of chapter 117 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as appear-
-3 ing in chapter 465 of the acts of 1938, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentence: —In case of the decease of a
5 poor and indigent person, the town liable for his burial shall
6 pay for the expense of the funeral and burial of such person, if
7 over the age of twelve years, one hundred and fifty dollars, if
8 under that age but over the age of six months, one hundred
9 dollars, and if under the age of six months, fifty dollars; pro-

-10 vided, that the deceased left no estate and that his kindred are
11 unable to pay for his decent burial; and provided, further, that
12 the funeral director engaged in conducting the funeral and
13 burial of said deceased person shall have removed the body,
14 procured a death certificate and burial permit, embalmed and
15 dressed the body, furnished a suitable burial garment, furnished
16 a suitable casket with, except in the case of an unnamed baby,
17 a metal plate bearing the name of the deceased engraved thereon,
18 furnished a suitable outer case or cement liner, conducted a
19 funeral for the deceased, procured a clergyman of the religion
20 that the deceased professed, to officiate at such funeral, and,
21 unless the interment is in a cemetery beyond ten miles, furnished
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22 a hearse for transporting the body of the deceased to the ceme-
-23 tery and a suitable conveyance for transporting the immediate
24 family of the deceased to and from the cemetery.

1 Section 2. Section 17 of said chapter 117, as appearing in
2 section 6 of chapter 726 of the acts of 1963, is hereby amended
3 by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence: The expense thereof may be recovered
5 of their kindred, if any, chargeable by law for their support in
6 the manner provided in this chapter; and if the expense of their
7 funeral and burial is not paid by such kindred, the common-
-8 wealth shall, subject to the provisions of section forty-two of
9 chapter one hundred and twenty-one, reimburse the town for

10 all sums lawfully paid by it under section eighteen A.

1 Section 3. This act shall apply only to funerals and burials
2 for the conduct of which funeral directors are engaged on or after
3 its effective date. The provisions of sections seventeen and
4 eighteen A of chapter one hundred and seventeen of the General
5 Laws as in effect immediately prior to the effective date of this
6 act shall continue to apply to funerals and burials for the con-
-7 duct of which funeral directors are engaged before the effective
8 date of this act.


