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By Mr. Sears of Boston, petition of John W. Sears, Maurice E. Frye, Jr.,

Katharine D. Kane, Oliver F. Ames and another for an investigation by a special
commission (including members of the General Court) relative to the laws gov-
erning crime in the streets of the cities and towns of the Commonwealth and
to the remedies available to the victims of street crimes. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Resolve for an investigation and study by a special commis-
sion RELATIVE TO THE LAWS GOVERNING CRIME IN THE STREETS
OF THE CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of two mem-
-2 hers of the senate to be designated by the president thereof,
3 two members of the house of representatives to be designated
4 by the speaker thereof, the attorney general or his dsignee,
5 a justice or retired justice of the district and municipal courts
6 to be designated by the chief justice thereof, the president of
7 the Massachusetts Bar Association or his designee, the presi-
-8 dent of the Boston Bar Association or his designee, and four
9 persons to be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall

10 be a lawyer whose practice is or has been predominantly in the
11 criminal jurisdiction, one of whom shall be a professor of law
12 experienced in criminal problems, one of whom shall be a mem-
-13 her of an organization devoted to the protection of human
14 rights and civil liberties, and one of whom shall be an educator
15 experienced in the study of law enforcement techniques, is
16 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
17 and study of the statutes, ordinances and case law affecting
18 crime in the streets of the cities and towns of the Common-
-19 wealth including murder, rape, assault, battery, mugging, van-
-20 dalism, riot, public disorder, and breach of the peace, with
21 emphasis on (1) the apprehension and arrest of perpetrators
22 of street crime, (2) interrogation and detention of such perpe-
-23 trators, (3 punishment of such perpetrators, including meth-
-24 ods of punishment not based on imprisonment or forfeiture,
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25 and including special sentencing and review boards, and (1)
26 rehabilitation of such perpetrators, including the special treat-
-27 ment of first offenders. The commission shall direct its atten-
-28 tion to remedies available to the victims of street crime, and
29 allowable limits of publicity before and after the perpetration
30 of such crimes.
31 Said commission shall appoint an executive director expe-
-82 rienced in the organization and running of the police depart-
-33 ment of a state or of a city having a population in excess of
34 one hundred thousand, and shall establish his salary. Said com-
-35 mission may expend for clerical and other services and expenses
36 such sums as may be appropriated therefor, and shall report
37 to the general court the results of its investigation and study,
38 and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis-
-39 lation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect by
40 filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
41 on or before the last Wednesday of December, nineteen hun-
-42 dred and sixty-seven.


