
HOUSE . No. 2628
By Messrs. Quinn of Boston and McGee of Lynn, petition of Robert H. Quinn

and Thomas W. McGee for legislation to define further the term low-rent hous-
ing project and authorizing housing authorities to acquire by purchase or lease
the use of certain completed dwellings for occupancy by families of low income.
Mercantile Affairs.

J In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act further defining the term low-rent housing project

AS USED IN THE HOUSING AUTHORITY LAW, AND AUTHORIZING
HOUSING AUTHORITIES TO ACQUIRE BY PURCHASE OR LEASE THE
USE OF CERTAIN COMPLETED DWELLING UNITS FOR OCCUPANCY BY
FAMILIES OF LOW INCOME.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 26J of chapter 121 of the General Laivs
2 is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “Low-rent
3 housing project” and inserting in place thereof the following
4 definition:
5 “Low-rent housing project”, (1) any work or undertaking
6 to demolish, clear or remove buildings from any substandard
7 area, which work or undertaking may include the adaptation
8 of such area to parks, playgrounds, or other public purposes;
9 or (2) any work or undertaking to provide decent, safe and

10 sanitary dwellings, apartments or other living accommodations
11 for families of low income, which work or undertaking may
12 include buildings, land, equipment, facilities, and other real
13 or personal property for necessary, convenient and desirable
14 appurtenances, public or private ways, sewers, water supply,
15 parks, site preparation or improvement, or administrative,
16 community, health, recreational, welfare or other facilities; or
17 (3) the purchase or acquisition of the use of completed dwell-
-18 ing units which have been constructed, recently reconstructed,
19 or remodeled (whether condominium units, individual build-
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20 ings part of a larger development, or the right to use a portion
21 of the units in a multi-family development) ; or (4) any combi-
-22 nation of the foregoing. The term “project” may also be ap-
-23 plied to the planning of the buildings and improvements, the
24 acquisition of property, the demolition of existing structures,
25 the constructions, reconstruction, alteration and repair of the
26 improvements and other work performed in connection there-
-27 with. Construction activity in connection with a project may
28 be confined to the reconstruction, remodeling or repair of
29 existing buildings.

1 Section 2. Section 260 of said chapter 121 is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended
3 by chapter 780 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph :

5 A housing authority may compensate its members for each
6 day spent in the performance of their duties and for such
7 other services as they may render to the authority in connection
8 with projects commenced prior to July first, nineteen hundred
9 and sixty-five. Such compensation shall not exceed fifty dol-

10 lars a day for the chairman and forty dollars a day for a
11 member other than the chairman, provided that the total sum
12 paid to all the members in any one month or year shall not
13 exceed two per centum of the gross income of the housing au-
-14 thority during such month or year respectively, nor shall the
15 total sum paid in any year exceed twelve thousand five hundred
16 dollars in the case of the chairman or ten thousand dollars in
17 the case of a member other than the chairman. Such compen-
-18 sation shall be allocated by the housing authority among its
19 various projects commenced prior to July first, nineteen hun-
-20 dred and sixty-five, in such manner and and amounts as it
21 deems proper. Members of a housing authority shall be al-
-22 lowed, or be reimbursed for, all expenses properly incurred by
23 them within or without the city or town in the discharge of
24 their duties. Such expenses shall be allocated by the housing
25 authority among its various projects, in such manner and
26 amounts as it deems proper.

1 Section 3. Section 26AA of said chapter 121, as appearing
2 in section 1 of chapter 574 of the acts of 1946, is hereby
3 amended by adding the following paragraph;



1967.] HOUSE No. 2628. 3

4 Excepting projects as to which a contract between the
5 federal government and a housing authority is in effect, and
6 projects involving the reconstruction, remodeling or repair of
7 existing buildings, projects shall be approved by the board as
8 follows: -
9 (a) Projects involving the purchase or acquisition or the

10 use of completed dwelling units which have been recently
11 constructed, reconstructed or remodeled (whether condomi-
-12 nium units, individual buildings part of a larger develop-
-18 ment, or the right to use a portion of the units in a multi-
-14 family development) shall be approved by the board only after
15 it makes the following determinations: (i) the number of
16 units involved does not exceed the following limits: in a build-

-17 ing or development containing one to three units, no limit, in
18 a building or development containing four to eight units, two
19 units, and in a building or development containing nine or
20 more units, one fourth of the total units (rounded up to the
21 highest whole number) ; and (ii) the housing authority has
22 made adequate arrangements for the maintenance and oper-
-23 ation of the units, either through use of its own personnel or
24 by contract with the owner or manager of the other units in
25 the development.
26 (b) Projects involving the construction of new buildings by
27 a housing authority shall be approved by the board following
28 due notice and a public hearing in the town or city involved
29 held to consider testimony relating to the determinations re-
-30 quired to be made. The board shall approve such a project
31 only if it makes the following determinations: (i) the pro-
-32 posed project does not include in excess of one hundred dwell-
-33 ing units; (ii) the proposed project is not located adjacent
34 to nor within one eighth of a mile of any existing project; (iii)
35 the design and layout of the proposed project is appropriate
36 to the neighborhood in which it is to be located; and (iv) an
37 adequate supply of dwelling units for families of low income
38 is not then available in the private market, and the housing
39 authority, after reasonable effort, has been unable to obtain
40 such units either through reconstruction, remodeling or repair
41 of existing buildings or by the purchase of completed dwelling
42 units.

1 Section 4. Clause (/) of section 26FF of said chapter 121,
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2 as amended by section 3 of chapter 760 of the acts of 1949, is
3 hereby further amended by adding the following sentence:
4 For projects completed after July first, nineteen hundred and
5 sixty-six, as between applicants equally in need and eligible
6 for occupancy of the dwelling and at the rent involved, pref-
-7 erence shall be given in the selection of tenants to persons dis-
-8 placed by public action.

1 Section 5. The fifth paragraph of section 267SnST of said
2 chapter 121 is hereby amended by striking out the last sen-
-3 tence, as amended by section 2 of chapter 550 of the acts of
4 1952.

1 Section 6. Subdivision (h) of said section 26NN is hereby

2 amended by inserting after the second paragraph, as most re-
3 cently amended by section 3 of chapter 372 of the acts of 1957,
4 the following two paragraphs
5 In addition to the provisions set forth in the prior two para-
6 graphs which shall apply to projects completed before July
7 first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, this paragraph and the
8 following paragraph shall apply to those projects which are
9 completed after that date. Each contract for state financial

10 assistance or for supplementary state financial assistance shall
11 provide that the commonwealth will pay to the housing author-
-12 ity annual contributions; provided, however, that the total
13 amount of such additional annual contributions contracted for
14 by the commonwealth for any one year shall not exceed one
15 million eight hundred seventy-five thousand dollars. Each such
16 annual contribution by the commonwealth to the housing au-
-17 thorities shall be paid by the commonwealth upon approval
18 and certification by the board to the state comptroller.
19 Each such contract shall contain a provision that theannual
20 contributions shall be used for the payment of interest on, and
21 principal of, notes and/or bonds of the housing authority. The
22 annual contributions for any one project shall be payable in
23 an amount not exceeding five per cent of the cost of the project,
24 as determined by the board, and for the fixed period during
25 which the notes and/or bonds issued to finance the cost of the
26 project or any refunding notes and/or bonds remain outstand-
-27 ing, but in no event for more than forty years after the com-
-28 pletion of the project, as determined by the board. Each such
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29 contract shall provide that whenever in any year the receipts
30 of a housing authority in connection with a project exceed its
31 expenditures for that project, including debt service, payments
32 in lieu of taxes, administration, establishment of reserves, and
33 other costs, as determined by the board, an amount equal to
34 such excess, or, in the case of projects under section twenty-
-35 six 00, an amount equal to such portion of the excess as the
36 board shall prescribe, shall be applied, or set aside for appli-
-37 cation, to purposes which shall effect a reduction in the amount
38 of subsequent annual contributions. The full faith and credit
39 of the commonwealth is hereby pledged to the payment of all
40 contributions contracted for by the commonwealth. The pro-
-41 visions of subdivision (e) of this section shall not apply to
42 projects completed after July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-43 six.








