
HOUSE . 2851
By Mr. Segal of Danvers (by request), petition of Albert Andrews for legis-

lation to establish an emergency education board. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
folloics:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 34 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-3 lowing section :

4 Section 3 Every city and town shall annually provide an
5 amount of money sufficient for the support of the public schools
6 as required by this chapter and in the following manner.
7 The school committee shall be solely responsible for the de-
-8 termination of the amount required and the city or town shall
9 appropriate said amount, except that, when the city council or

10 in the case of towns, the town meeting members, determine by
11 a two thirds vote that the amount requested is unreasonable
12 and unnecessary for proper support of the public schools and
13 threatens the financial well-being of the city or town, they may
14 appeal to an emergency education board.
15 The emergency education board shall consist of two members
16 of the state board of education, appointed by the commissioner,
17 two persons representing the department of corporations and
18 taxation, designated by the commissioner, and the lieutenant-
-19 governor or his designee, who shall act as chairman of this
20 board. The board will hold a hearing on any appeal which is
21 based on conditions set forth in the preceding paragraph and
22 shall determine the amount to be appropriated with due con-
-23 sideration of both the educational needs and the financial po-
-24 sition of the city or town in question. The decision of a major-
-25 ity of the board shall be in the form of an order binding on
26 the city or town.
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27 The members of the board shall serve without additional com-
-28 pensation.
29 When the order of the board is made prior to the fixing of the
30 annual tax rate, the sums ordered in said decision shall be pro-
-31 vided by taxation in the manner set forth in section twenty-
-32 three of chapter fifty-nine; and when such an order is made
33 after the annual tax rate has been fixed according to law, such
34 sums shall be provided by borrowing in the same manner and
35 for the same period of time as is provided under clause (11)
36 of section seven of chapter forty-four, subject to all other pro-
-37 visions of chapter forty-four, except that, in the case of a town,
38 such borrowing shall be made by the Town Treasurer, with the
39 approval of a majority of the selectmen, and no vote of the
40 town shall be required therefor. As an alternative means of
41 providing funds to effectuate the order of the board, the city or
42 town may transfer monies from any available funds.


