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By Mr. O’Brien of Fall River, petition of James A. O’Brien, Jr., relative to the

retirement of certain war veterans in the public service. Pensions and Old Age
Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act relative to the retirement of certain war veterans
IN PUBLIC SERVICE.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 490 of the acts of 1961 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out sections 1, 2 and 3 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following sections:
4 Section 1. A veteran, as defined in section one of chapter
5 thirty-two of the General Laws, who has been in the service of
6 the commonwealth, or of any county, city, town or district, for
7 a total period of twenty years in the aggregate and has attained
8 age sixty-five, and whose employment therein began on or be-
-9 fore June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, shall, at

10 his own request, with the approval of the retiring authority, be
11 retired from active service at sixty per cent of the highest an-
-12 nual rate of compensation, including any bonuses paid in lieu
13 of additional salary or as a temporary wage increase in addi-
-14 tion to his regular compensation, including any maintenance
15 allowance, payable to him while he was holding the grade
16 held by him at his retirement, with an additional allowance
17 of one per cent of said annual rate of compensation for each
18 additional year of service, but not to exceed sixty-five per cent
19 in any case, and payable from the same source. No veteran
20 whose employment first began prior to June thirtieth, nineteen
21 hundred and thirty-nine, shall be subject to the provisions of
22 this act unless at the time of his retirement the total period
23 of his creditable service is at least equal to twice the time lie
24 was not in the employ of the commonwealth or of a county,
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25 city, town or district when his employment by the common-
-26 wealth or by a county, city, town or district first began; pro-
-27 vided, however, that this sentence shall not affect adversely
28 any rights, benefits or privileges, or the entitlement to any
29 rights, benefits or privileges, of any person in the employ of the
30 commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, immedi-
-31 ately prior to June tenth, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, to
32 receive such rights, benefits or privileges.
33 Section 2. Any veteran retired under this act shall have all
34 the rights of a veteran at retirement as provided in subdivi-
-35 sion (3) of section twenty-five of chapter thirty-two of the
36 General Laws.
37 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage as to
38 veterans employed by the commonwealth or the metropolitan
39 district commission, and shall take effect as to veterans em-
-40 ployed by a county, city, town or district upon its acceptance
41 by a majority vote of the county commissioners, by the mayor,
42 by majority vote of the selectmen, or by majority vote of the
43 prudential committee, as the case may be.


