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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Thomas F. Ganley for legislation to define
further the powers of police officers and the courts in respect to persons suspected
of certain crimes. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act further defining the powers of police officers and
THE COURTS RELATIVE TO PERSONS SUSPECTED OF CERTAIN CRIMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 98 of chapter 41 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 688 of the

£ 3 acts of 1957, is hereby further amended by striking out the
-1 third and fourth sentences and inserting in place thereof the
5 following sentences: A police officer may stop any person
6 abroad whom he has resonable ground to suspect is committing,
7 has committed or is about to commit a crime, and demand of
8 him his name, address, business abroad and whither he is
9 going. Any person so questioned who fails to identify himself

10 or explain his actions to the satisfaction of the officer may be
11 detained and further questioned and investigated. The total
12 period of detention provided for by this section shall not exceed
13 two hours. The detention shall not be considered an arrest
14 and shall not be recorded as an arrest in any official record.
15 At the end of the detention the person so detained shall be re-
-16 leased or be placed under arrest and charged with a crime.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 41 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 98 the following two sections:
3 Section 98A. A police officer may search for a dangerous
4 weapon any person whom he has stopped or detained as pro-
-5 vided in section ninety-eight, whenever lie lias reasonable

6 ground to believe that he or others are in danger if the personv7 possesses a dangerous weapon. If the officer finds a weapon, he
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8 may take and keep it until the completion of' the questioning,
9 when he shall either return it or place said person under ar-

10 rest. The arrest may be for any violation of the General Laws
11 pertaining to the unlawful carrying on his person or the un-
-12 lawful possession of certain firearms and other dangerous
13 weapons.
14 Section 988. Whenever a police officer has reasonable
15 ground to believe that a crime has been committed, he may
16 stop any person who he has reasonable ground to believe was
17 present thereat and may demand of him his name and address.
18 If the person fails to identify himself to the satisfaction of the
19 officer, he may take the person before the next sitting of the
20 court. If the person fails to identify himself to the satisfaction
21 of the magistrate, the latter may require him to furnish secur-
-22 ity for his further appearance, may commit him to jail until
23 he so identifies himself or may make other disposition is keep-
-24 ing with the purpose of this section and in the interest of
25 justice.


