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Chapter 176B of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 4A, as amended by section 1 of chapter 504 
of the acts of 1977, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 4AH- Any subscription certificate under an individual 
or group medical service agreement, except certificates which 
provide supplemental coverage to Medicare or other governmental 
programs, which shall be delivered or issued or renewed in this 
commonwealth shall provide as benefits to all individual subscri
bers and members within the commonwealth and to all group 
members having a principal place of employment within the com
monwealth, for expense for the treatment of alcoholism as here
inafter set forth: 

(a) In the case of benefits based upon confinement as an 
inpatient in an accredited or licensed hospital or in any other 
public or private facility thereof providing services especially for 
the detoxification or rehabilitation of intoxicated persons or 
alcoholics and which is licensed by the department of public 
health for those services, such benefits shall be at least thirty 
days in any calendar year. 

(b) In the case of outpatient benefits these shall cover, to 
the extent of five hundred dollars over a twelve month period, 
services furnished by an accredited or licensed hospital, or by 
any public or private facility or portion thereof providing ser
vices especially for the rehabilitation of intoxicated persons or 
alcoholics and which is licensed by the department of public 
health for those purposes. Consultations or treatment sessions 
furnished by a facility in this clause shall be rendered by a 
physician or psychotherapist fully licensed under the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and twelve who devotes a substantial 
portion of his time treating intoxicated persons or alcoholics. 
For purposes of this clause "psychotherapist" shall mean a 
person fully licensed to practice medicine under the provisions of 
said chapter one hundred and twelve and who devotes a substan
tial portion of his time to the practice of psychiatry. 

Approved August 20, 1979. 

Chap. 527. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT 
AND REPORT BY THE APPELLATE TAX 
BOARD. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately provide certain 
procedures for the appellate tax board, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 1 of chapter 
58A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the 
third sentence, as most recently amended by section 9 of chapter 
580 of the acts of 1978, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence:- The majority of the members of the board shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of its business, except 
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that the board may provide by rule for the decision by a single 
member on appeals from a board of assessors where the assessed 
value of the property involved in the appeal does not exceed 
fifty thousand dollars, and also in cases where the assessed 
value exceeds fifty thousand dollars but does not exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars when the appellant gives written 
consent to a decision by a single member. 

SECTION 2. Section 13 of said chapter 58A is hereby amended 
by striking out the first sentence, as most recently amended by 
section 15 of said chapter 580, and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- The board shall make a decision in each 
case heard by it and may make findings of fact and report 
thereon in writing; provided, that every decision granting an 
abatement without findings of fact and report which relates to a 
tax on land with one or more buildings thereon shall, if so 
requested by the appellee in writing at the commencement of the 
hearing, state separately the value of the land and of each 
building. 

Approved August 20, 1979. 

Chap. 528. AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION TO 
CONVEY TITLE TO CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCA
TED IN THE CITY OF BOSTON TO THE 
SHIRLEY-EUSTIS HOUSE ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately facilitate the restora
tion of the historic and colonial governor's mansion known as the 
Shirley-Eustis house, so that this historic landmark may be 
visited and enjoyed by citizens of the commonwealth and the 
nation; therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con
venience . 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission, acting on behalf of 
the commonwealth, is hereby authorized and directed to execute 
and deliver a deed to the Shirley-Eustis House Association, a 
corporation duly established by the laws of the commonwealth, 
conveying all its r ights , title and interest in and to the Shirley-
Eustis house located in the Roxbury district of the city of Boston. 
Said property acquired by the commonwealth by a deed from the 
said Shirley-Eustis House Association, dated December fourth, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and recorded with the Suffolk 
county registry of deeds in Book 8251, Page 174, is more partic
ularly bounded and described as follows: 

NORTHWESTERLY by Shirley Street, ninety-seven and 24/100 
(97.24) feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY by lot numbered eleven (11) on a plan of 
the Governor Eustis Estate drawn by A. M. Hoyt, dated 1867 
and recorded with Norfolk Deeds, being land supposed to belong 
now or formerly to Ward in part and Hanley in part, one hundred 
forty-two (142) feet; 


