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By Mr. Morrissey of Boston (by request), petition of Dorothy Kelleher Meehan

for limiting campaign expenditures by candidates for state office, constitutional
office and state-wide office. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

*
AN Act limiting campaign expenditures by candidates foe

STATE OFFICE, CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICE AND STATE-WIDE OFFICE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Clbt CommontoealtJ) of sgassacfnisctto

1 Chapter 55 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 1, as most recently amended by section 10 of
3 chapter 537 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 1. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no
6 person, in order to aid or promote his own nomination or elec-
7 tion to public office, shall himself or through another person
8 give, pay, expend or contribute any money or other thing of
9 value, or promise so to do in excess of the following amounts:

10 No candidate for the office of state representative shall ex-
-11 pend more than six hundred dollars for his election, including
12 the primary ; No candidate for the office of state senator shall
13 expend more than twelve hundred dollars for his election, in-
-14 eluding the primary; No candidate for the office of United
15 States Senator shall expend more than three hundred and fifty
16 thousand dollars on the primary and election, such sum to be
17 raised by the state committee of his political party designation;

No candidate for the office of governor of the commonwealth of
j. 9 Massachusetts shall expend more than five hundred thousand
20 dollars on the primary and election, such sum to be raised by
21 the state committee of his political party designation; No can-
-22 didate for the office of lieutenant governor shall make any ex-

123 penditures on the primary and election in addition to that of
24 the candidate for the office of governor; No candidate for the



I

25 office of attorney general shall expend more than one hundred
26 fifty thousand dollars on the primary and election, such sum to
27 be raised by the state committee of his political party designa-
-28 tion; No candidate for the office of secretary of state, state
29 treasurer or state auditor shall expend more than five thousand
30 dollars, such sum to be raised by the state committee of his
31 political party designation. No candidate for state-wide or
32 constitutional office shall expend any sum whatsoever for the
33 entertainment of members of the city or town committees,or for
34 the entertainment of delegates to the pre-primary convention, jj.
35 The sums hereby authorized shall include all contributions
36 from individuals, political committees or other sources to a
37 candidate or person acting under his authority, and shall in-
-38 elude every payment or promise of payment for any purpose,
39 made directly or indirectly by, or for thebenefit of, a candidate,
40 except payments or promises of payments of expenses by a poli-
-41 tical committee as authorized by this chapter; and the gift, pay-
-42 ment, contribution or promise of any money or thing of value
43 in excess of those sums, by a candidate directly or indicectlyjp'
44 shallbe deemed a corrupt practice.
45 Violation of any provision of this section, in addition to any
46 other penalty provided therefor, shall be punished by by ini-
-47 prisonment for not more than one year or by a fine of not more
48 than one thousand dollars.
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