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that the board may provide by rule for the decision by a single 
member on appeals from a board of assessors where the assessed 
value of the property involved in the appeal does not exceed 
fifty thousand dollars, and also in cases where the assessed 
value exceeds fifty thousand dollars but does not exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars when the appellant gives written 
consent to a decision by a single member. 

SECTION 2. Section 13 of said chapter 58A is hereby amended 
by striking out the first sentence, as most recently amended by 
section 15 of said chapter 580, and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- The board shall make a decision in each 
case heard by it and may make findings of fact and report 
thereon in writing; provided, that every decision granting an 
abatement without findings of fact and report which relates to a 
tax on land with one or more buildings thereon shall, if so 
requested by the appellee in writing at the commencement of the 
hearing, state separately the value of the land and of each 
building. 

Approved August 20, 1979. 

Chap. 528. AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION TO 
CONVEY TITLE TO CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCA
TED IN THE CITY OF BOSTON TO THE 
SHIRLEY-EUSTIS HOUSE ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately facilitate the restora
tion of the historic and colonial governor's mansion known as the 
Shirley-Eustis house, so that this historic landmark may be 
visited and enjoyed by citizens of the commonwealth and the 
nation; therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con
venience . 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission, acting on behalf of 
the commonwealth, is hereby authorized and directed to execute 
and deliver a deed to the Shirley-Eustis House Association, a 
corporation duly established by the laws of the commonwealth, 
conveying all its r ights , title and interest in and to the Shirley-
Eustis house located in the Roxbury district of the city of Boston. 
Said property acquired by the commonwealth by a deed from the 
said Shirley-Eustis House Association, dated December fourth, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and recorded with the Suffolk 
county registry of deeds in Book 8251, Page 174, is more partic
ularly bounded and described as follows: 

NORTHWESTERLY by Shirley Street, ninety-seven and 24/100 
(97.24) feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY by lot numbered eleven (11) on a plan of 
the Governor Eustis Estate drawn by A. M. Hoyt, dated 1867 
and recorded with Norfolk Deeds, being land supposed to belong 
now or formerly to Ward in part and Hanley in part, one hundred 
forty-two (142) feet; 
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SOUTHEASTERLY by Rockford Street, about one hundred 
three (103) feet; and 

SOUTHWESTERLY by land conveyed by Hannah F. Osgood to 
George Curtis et al, Trustees by deed recorded with Suffolk 
Deeds, Book 2200, Page 325, one hundred and six and 5/10 
(106.5) feet. 
Containing by estimation, 12,237 square feet of land, be all of 
said measurements, more or less. 

Approved August 20, 1979. 

Chap. 529. AN ACT REQUIRING CERTAIN PRECAUTIONS 
BEFORE ADMINISTERING RADIATION TREAT
MENT. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately provide for safe
guards from radiation treatments, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva
tion of the public health. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in
serting after section 51 the following section: -

Section 5J. Any person who administers radiation treatment of 
any kind to another person shall use lead shields to protect such 
other person when clinically appropriate. If such other person 
is a female, any person who so administers such radiation treat
ment shall inform her that radiation can be hazardous to an 
unborn child, shall inquire whether such female believes she is 
pregnant, and if the answers is affirmative, take clinically 
appropriate precautions before administering such treatment. 

Approved August 20, 1979. 

Chap. 530. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF CER
TAIN WAGES TO GARY GOMES A FIREFIGHTER 
IN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF 
NEW BEDFORD. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the city of New Bedford is hereby 
authorized to appropriate and pay wages to Gary Gomes, a 
firefighter in the fire department of said city in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter seven hundred and eight of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and forty-one for the period from September 
fourteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-five through June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven; provided, how
ever, that the total amount so paid shall not exceed six thousand 
eight hundred eighty-two dollars and forty-seven cents. 

SECTION 2. Any action taken by the city of New Bedford 
pursuant to section one of this act prior to the effective date of 
this act is hereby validated and confirmed to the same extent as 


