
HOUSE . No. 3498
By Mr. Leßlanc of New Bedford, petition of John V. Dunlea, Jr., and J. Louis

Leßlanc for legislation to establish a board of review for medical licenses. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to create a board of review for medical licenses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be created a board of review for
2 medical license apart from the existing board of registration
3 in medicine. The board of review for medical license, hereafter
4 called the “Board of Review”, shall have as its function the
5 duty to review all complaints, examine all records, evaluate
6 the educational and professional accomplishment of any per-
-7 son who while attempting initially to obtain a license under
8 the existing procedures of the board of registration in medi-
-9 cine, hereinafter called “the Board”, has been unsuccessful.

10 The board of review shall also have as its function, the duty
11 to take direct application to it from any individual who has
12 been graduated from an accredited and acknowledged medi-
-13 cal school for a period of ten years or more and has practiced
14 medicine regularly and professionally since graduation in an-
-15 other jurisdiction. Such applicant may directly petition the
16 board of review without first making application to the board.
17 All others must avail themselves of chapter one hundred and
18 twelve as presently amended.

1 Section 2. The board of review shall be comprised of the
2 respective deans of the four existing medical schools in Massa-
-3 chusetts and one member appointed by the Massachusetts med-
-4 ical society. The four-member deans of the four medical schools
5 of Massachusetts shall serve on the board of review for the
6 duration of their terms as deans of their respective schools
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7 and the single member designated by the Massachusetts med-
-8 ical society shall serve for a term of one year. A chairman of
9 the board of review shall be chosen from its number.

1 Section 3. The board of review, after having evaluated
2 any complaint, considered the professional competence and
3 medical education of any individual who has applied to the
4 board may, in its discretion, order the board to admit such
5 individual to the regular examination offered to those making
6 application to the board.

1 Section 4. The board of review, upon application to it,
2 by any individual, shall evaluate the education, professional
3 competence, medical education and character of any individual
4 who has been graduated from an accredited and acknowledged
5 medical school from any other jurisdiction whether that be
6 any state in the United States or of any other country. Such
7 applicant shall have been graduated from such accredited and
8 acknowledged medical school in a jurisdiction other than Mas-
-9 sachusetts for a period of ten years or more. If, in the discre-

10 tion of the board of review, such applicant has demonstrated
11 his or her professional competency and has the necessary
12 educational requirements and is of sound character, then the
13 board of review shall examine the applicant by an examina-
-14 tion that it, the board of review, shall devise. The board of
15 review shall name the location of the place in which the ex-
-16 amination shall be given and shall designate the condition un-
-17 der which it shall be given.

1 Section 5. The board of review shall, at its request, be
2 given all records, copies of examinations given by the board
3 and the results of such examinations and shall have at its dis-
-4 posal all copies of examinations to be given by the board.
5 The board of review shall have power to summons any per-
-6 son, record pertaining to the granting of any medical license
7 in the commonwealth of Massachusetts and evaluate any such
8 testimony offered to it or required by it. The board of re-
-9 view shall meet at least twice each year or more frequently

10 as the need shall arise. The board of review shall have the
11 power to waive any regulation, requirement, or need for any
12 formal proof of any educational achievement that the board
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13 shall require. Such waiver shall be made only upon applica-
-14 lion to the board of review by an aggrieved applicant who
15 has already made an unsuccessful application to the board.

1 Section 6. The board of review, cognizant of the ex-
-2 tremely high standard of medical proficiency necessary to ob-
-8 tain membership in the American boards in a particular spe-
-4 cialty of medicine, may, upon application to it from any indi-
-5 vidual who has obtained such a license or has been admitted as
6 a fellow or like membership by the American boards in his or
7 her particular specialty of medicine in a jurisdiction other
8 than Massachusetts, grant to such applicant a license to prac-
-9 tice medicine in Massachusetts in lieu of any examination

10 presently required. If the board of review does not elect to
11 grant such license to an individual so qualified by the Amer-
-12 ican boards in a specialty of medicine it shall then, if after
13 having evaluated the applicant, offer to the applicant the op-
-14 portunity to be examined by the board of review. Such ap-
-15 plicant who has been admitted to the American boards in a
16 specified medical specialty shall be examined by the board of
17 review, in its discretion, in the particular specialty of medicine
18 of the applicant by an examination of its own devise or if the
19 board of review elects, it may grant the applicant the oppor-
-20 tunity to be examined by its examination in the general study
21 of medicine. Such examination shall be evaluated by the board
22 of review, the results made known to the applicant and, if the
23 board of review so chooses, may grant to a successful candidate
24 a license limited to the practice of medicine in a specialized
25 field or may grant a license, general in nature and not re-
-26 stricted to any medical specialty.

1 Section 7. The board of review must determine that any
2 applicant, who has been graduated from a medical school in a
3 jurisdiction other than Massachusetts for a period of ten years
4 or more, has received an education equivalent to that required
5 of any graduate of a medical school located in Massachusetts.




