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By Mr. Morrissey of Boston, petition of Dorothy Kelleher Meehan and Gerald
J. Morrissey for prohibiting the publication of the results of an election until
after the close of the polls. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act prohibiting the public announcement of the results
OF ANY ELECTION UNTIL AFTER THE CLOSE OF ALL THE POLLS IN
THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 105 of chapter 54 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 11 of chapter 123 of the
3 acts of 1966, is hereby further amended by striking out the
4 second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraph:—
6 The clerk in open meeting and after the close of all the
7 polls in the commonwealth shall publicly announce the result
8 of the vote and enter on the total vote sheet, which shall be
9 considered the precinct record, the total number of names

10 checked on the voting list, including a separate record of the
11 number of names checked on the list of persons qualified to
12 vote only for electors of president and vice-president, if any,
13 the total number of ballots cast, including a separate record
14 of the number of ballots cast by persons qualified to vote only
15 for electors of president and vice-president, if any, the names
16 of all persons voted for, the number of votes for each person
17 and the title of the office for which he was a candidate, the
18 number of blank ballots for each office, and the number of
19 affirmative and negative votes in answer to any question

C&e Commontoealtl) of



) [Jan. 1967.- No. 3593.HOUSE

20 submitted to the voters and shall forthwith certify such
21 record, seal up the same, and deliver it, outside of the ballot
22 container or envelope, but in a separate sealed envelope, to
23 the city or town clerk, who shall forthwith enter it on his
24 records; provided, that if voting machines are used, the
25 general or precinct record sheet, as the case may be, shall be
26 the record referred to in this paragraph.

1 Section 2. Said section 105 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the third paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:— |

4 At state elections, the city or town clerk, or such person as
5 he shall designate in each precinct or polling place, after the
6 close of all the polls in the commonwealth shall immediately
7 transmit to such central tabulation facilities as the state
8 secretary shall designate, by telephone or telegraph, the vote
9 cast for candidates for offices to be voted for by all the voters

10 of the commonwealth and for congressman, by precincts or
11 by polling places as the count for each such office is
12 completed.

1 Section 3. Said section 105 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the fifth paragraph and inserting in place thereof
3 the following paragraph:—Notwithstanding the foregoing
4 provisions of this section, the clerks of precincts or the town
5 clerk in a town not divided into precincts may, if authorized
6 in writing by the election commissioners or election commis-
-7 sion in a city having such a body, by the city clerk in any
8 other city or by the town clerk in a town, publicly announce
9 the number of votes cast for each candidate for each office as

10 soon as the count of ballots for that office has been cora-
il pleted, and the number of affirmative or negative votes cast
12 upon any question submitted to the voters as soon as the
13 count of ballots upon such question has been completed but
14 not until after the close of all the polls in the common-*
15 wealth.


