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By Mr. Zelazo of Adams, petition of Edward S. Zelazo for a legislative
amendment to the Constitution providing for the removal or suspension of judges
for mental or physical disability and for certain other causes. Constitutional
Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR THE REMOVAL OR SUSPENSION OF JUDGES FOR
MENTAL OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY AND CERTAIN OTHER CAUSES.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and
2 House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it
3 to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of
4 the following Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a
6 joint session of the next General Court and approved by the
7 people at the state election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMEN

9 Art. . Article lof Chapter 111 of Part the Second
10 of the Constitution is hereby annulled and the following
11 adopted in place thereof:—
12 Article I. Section 1. On recommendation of the governor,
13 with the consent of the council or on its own motion, the
14 Supreme Court may suspend a judge from office without
15 salary when in the United States he pleads guilty or no
16 contest or is found guilty of a crime punishable as a felony
17 under Massachusetts or federal law or of any other crime that
18 involves moral turpitude under that law. If his conviction is
19 reversed suspension terminates, and he shall be paid his
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20 salary for the period of suspension. If he is suspended and
21 his conviction becomes final the Supreme Court shall re-
-22 mnvc him from office.move him from office.
23 Section 2. On recommendation of the governor, with the
24 consent of the council the Supreme Court may (1) retire a
25 judge for disability that seriously interferes with the perfor-
26 mance of his duties and is or is likely to become permanent,
27 and (2) censure or remove a judge for action occurring not
28 more than six years prior to the commencement of his current
29 term that constitutes wilful misconduct in office, wilful and
30 persistent failure to perform his duties, habitual intemper-
31 ance, or conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice
32 that brings the judicial office into disrepute.
33 Section 3. A judge retired by the Supreme Court shall be
34 considered to have retired voluntarily. A judge removed by
35 the Supreme Court is ineligible for judicial office and pending
36 further order of the court he is suspended from practicing law
37 in this state.
38 Section 4- A judge is disqualified from acting as a judge,
39 without loss of salary, while there is pending (1) an indict-
40 ment or an information charging him in the United States
41 with a crime punishable as a felony under California or
42 federal law, or (2) a recommendation to the Supreme Court
43 by the governor, with the consent of the council.


