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JOB WELL DONE 

 
The epic rainfalls of the late February/March (21.13 inches) 
provided us with an opportunity to view how our 7+ billion 
dollars of ratepayer investment in the MWRA water and 
wastewater infrastructure was performing. The 
overwhelming answer is the system performs well. 
 
At the peak of the storm, the Deer Island Treatment Plant 
was at record maximum flows (1.3 BGD hourly flow). CSO 
Facilities handled in a day three times the volume of the 
entire previous year. 
 
Overflows were judiciously managed saving many 
basements in the service area the added insult of sewerage 
backups. 
 
Just as critical, MWRA staff worked tirelessly and efficiently 
to minimize the impacts on stressed facilities, keeping them 
running. Not only did MWRA staff work on the MWRA 
system, but they also made themselves available to assist 
local systems. 
 
At the Clinton Wastewater Treatment Plant, staff managed to 
keep the plant running even as the Nashua River threatened 
to totally submerge it underwater (see picture below). 
 
Mayor Robert Dolan of Melrose stated: “If it were not for the 
MWRA working side by side with my staff, there would 
have been a dramatic and devastating increase of damage 
throughout my community. They deserve an A+ for their 
efforts.” 
 
So, from the cities and towns of the MWRA to the staff of 
the MWRA: thank you for a job well done! 
 

 
 If you have any questions regarding topics raised in this newsletter or any other MWRA issue, please contact: 

Mary Ann McClellan, Executive Assistant ▪ Phone: 617.742.7561 ▪ Fax: 617.742.4614 ▪ `  
Email: maryann.mcclellan@mwra.state.ma.us  

Web Site:  www.mwraadvisoryboard.com 
 
 

 

HOUSE REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO 
DEBT SERVICE ASSISTANCE 

 
The recently enacted House of Representatives version of the 
FY11 State Budget contains $500,000 for the Commonwealth 
Sewer Rate Relief Fund (a.k.a. Debt Service Assistance). 
 
This reaffirms the state’s commitment to be a partner with 
MWRA ratepayers even in difficult economic times. 
 
This is only one step in the budgeting process. The Senate will 
unveil their version of the budget by mid-May. 
 
The Advisory Board would like to thank Speaker DeLeo, the 
Chairman of Ways and Means Charles Murphy, and MWRA 
Caucus Chairman Ron Mariano along with the entire MWRA 
Legislative Caucus. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
EPA Region 1 Administrator H. Curtis “Curt” Spalding is the 
featured speaker at the May 20th Advisory Board meeting, held 
at the Boston Water and Sewer Commission. Mr. Spalding will 
be outlining his goals and priorities for the region. This will 
provide many of us with an opportunity to meet Mr. Spalding 
for the first time. 
 
Also at the May 20th meeting, we will be holding an election to 
the MWRA Board of Directors. The current term of Mr. Joseph 
Foti, Advisory Board Representative on the MWRA Board of 
Directors, expires on June 30, 2010. He has informed us that he 
will seek reelection. 
 
Anyone seeking consideration as a candidate seeking must send 
a letter of intent to the Advisory Board office by May 10th. 
 
Please note that for election for the Board of Directors is one 
vote for each community. It is not a weighted vote. A quorum 
of 33 voting members is necessary to validate the election. 
Each community’s attendance and vote is critical. 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 

MAY 12:   MWRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS / 10 AM – CHARLESTOWN 
MAY 14:    EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE /   8:30 AM – BOSTON 
MAY 19: WATER SUPPLY PROTECTION TRUST / 10 AM – SOUTHBOROUGH 
MAY 20:  MWRA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AND ELECTION TO THE 

    MWRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS / 11:30AM – BOSTON 
 


