
No. 4465HOUSE .

i

i

Executive Department
House, B March 15, 196

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

On December 28, 1966 I was proud and honored to sign into law
the new Community Mental Health and Mental Retardation Re-
organization Act which Your Honorable Bodies passed during the
Special Session. Its passage represented the culmination of more
than four years of dedicated effort by thousands of participants.
It represented the beginning of a new era of greatness for Massa-
chusetts in the provision of mental health and retardation services
for our citizens.

In January, I established two commissions to hasten the imple-
mentation of the new program. The first is a six-member committee
to conduct a nationwide search to locate the best qualified can-
didate for Commissioner of Mental Health, to replace our present
Commissioner, Dr. Harry C. Solomon, who has announced his in-
tention to retire as soon as his successor can be found. Dr. Solomon
has richly earned the gratitude of the citizens of our Commonwealth,
as well as nationwide acclaim as one of the architects of the psy-
chiatric revolution which has led to the modern concept of wide-
spread community mental health centers.

In January, I also established a twenty-five member Task Force
on the Implementation of the Community Mental Health Act. In
a series of meetings held as often as two or three days a week, often
lasting the greater part of the day, the members of the Task Force,
many of whom are leading authorities from out-of-state, have
donated their time, experience and expertise to the major effort of
restructuring the department, its procedures, regulations and ser-
vices to implement the new program.

The new Community Mental Health and Retardation Act will
take effect under the law on March 28, 1967. With preparations
for this transition date well under way, the Task Force has requested
that I submit the attached legislation to your Honorable Bodies for
passage in advance of that date.
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The legislation is of a technical and non-controversial nature,
designed to ensure an orderly transition on March 28. No ques-
tions of policy are implicit in this legislation; rather it is designed
to effectuate in orderly fashion the policies that your Honorable
Bodies approved in the Special Session. In particular, the legis-
lation would clarify two statutory references made obsolete by the
new Act, and would ensure that all contracts, commitments, orders,
rules and regulations, appointments and actions validly taken by
the Department of Mental Health before March 28 should remain
in effect until altered or rescinded by the Department after that
date. It is designed to ensure the continuity of legal relationships
involving the Department through the transition period.

To achieve its purpose, the attached legislation must become effec-
tive concurrently with the Community Mental Health and Re-
tardation Act on March 28, 1967. For this reason, I respectfully
urge that your Honorable Bodies consider and approve the legis-
lation before that date.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to clarify the provisions of the community mental
HEALTH AND RETARDATION REORGANIZATION ACT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to effect an orderly transition within
3 the department of mental health on the effective date of chapter
4 seven hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 sixty-six, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessarjr for the immediate preservation of the public health
7 safety and convenience.

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter forty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out in clause (forty C) the words
3 “chapter one hundred and twenty-three” and inserting in place
4 thereof the words: chapter nineteen.

1 Section 2. Section one of chapter one hundred twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 definition of the “department” appearing herein and inserting
4 in place thereof the following: “Department”, the depart-
-5 ment of mental health established under chapter nineteen.

1 Section 3. Chapter seven hundred and thirty-five of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and sixty-six shall not be construed and is not
3 intended to abolish the department of mental health established
4 under chapter nineteen of the General Laws in effect immediately

m 5 prior to the effective date of said chapter seven hundred and
6 thirty-five. All orders, agreements, rules and regulations, con-
7 tracts, appointments, commitments, hospitalizations, and all
8 other powers and actions of the department shall continue in op-
9 eration on and after the effective date of said chapter seven hun-

dred and thirty-five until superseded, revised or rescinded in

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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11 accordance with law. All powers, contracts, and actions made or
12 taken under section thirteen A of chapter one hundred and
13 twenty-three of the General Laws shall continue in operation as
14 departmental powers, contracts, and actions as provided in sec-
-15 tions one and twenty-three (i) of chapter nineteen of the General
16 Laws as amended by the said chapter seven hundred and thirty-
-17 five until so superseded, revised or rescinded : and the powers of
18 municipalities to contract for mental health services under clause
19 (forty C) of section five of chapter forty of the General Laws shall
20 continue to operate in regard to the department of mental health.

1 Section 4. Sections one to three, inclusive, of this act shall
2 take effect as of the effective date of chapter seven hundred
3 and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-six.


