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ate House, Boston, March 28, 1

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In my budget message delivered to your Honorable Bodies on
January 18, 1967, I recommended an appropriation of $1 million
to transfer the Springfield Technical Institute from its present
cramped quarters at the Springfield Trade High School to the
Springfield Armory site, and to expand and incorporate it into a
full-scale occupational-technical-vocational program serving many
times the number now enrolled.

The existing shortage of highly qualified technicians is one of
the most critical educational problems facing not only the Common-
wealth, but the entire nation. The program in operation at the
Springfield Trade High School is one of the best in the nation for
training such technicians.

The program involves a two-year post secondary course in the
Springfield Technical Institute a program limited to a relatively
small enrollment of 500 students due to space limitations at the
Trade High School. The expansion of this program, through the
use of the buildings and facilities in the Armory Square area of the
Springfield Armory could enable this program to serve many times
the existing enrollment. It has been estimated that there is a need
for this type of education in the area for 3000 to 5000 students.

The property comprising the Armory Square area of the Spring-
field Armory site includes 54.4 acres of land and thirty-two build-
ings. On March 20 I received official notice from the General

Services Administration that this property has been determined to
be surplus property, available for disposal to the Commonwealth
for purposes described by Federal law.

The attached legislation would authorize the Board of Regional
Community Colleges to acquire the land and buildings from the

States government, and to establish a technical-vocational
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institute on the property. It would also authorize the Board to
enter into agreements with the City of Springfield to accomplish
the transfer of the present Springfield Technical Institute to be-
come a part of the new institute.

Because the Federal Government requires that written notice of
our intention to apply for procurement of the property must be
filed before April 4, 1967, I shall proceed forthwith to notify the
Regional Administrator of the submission of the attached legisla-
tion, and signify the Commonwealth’s intention to accept the
property, in conformity with the conditions set forth in Federal law^

It would obviously be very desirable for Your Honorable Bodies
to give prompt consideration and approval to the legislation, so as
to confirm and ratify our intention in that regard.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. YOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the Massachusetts board of regional

COMMUNITY COLLEGES TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE
CITY OF SPRINGFIELD FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to enable the board of regional com-
-3 inunity colleges to accept forthwith, on behalf of the common-
-4 wealth, the conveyance by the federal government of certain
5 property in the city of Springfield, in order that it may establish
6 in and on such property an occupational-technical-vocational
7 institute in cooperation with said city of Springfield, therefore,
8 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
9 immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The board of regional community colleges is
2 hereby authorized to apply for and accept, on behalf of the
3 commonwealth, a conveyance by the United States of America,
4 subject to the terms, reservations, restrictions, and conditions
5 provided and authorized by the federal laws and regulations in
6 effect and applicable thereto, of such right, title and interest as
7 may be conveyed by the United States in and to all or any
8 portion of the property known as the Armory Square area of the
9 Springfield Armory in the city of Springfield, including lands of

10 the United States and improvements thereon, consisting of
11 thirty-two buildings located on fifty-four and four-tenths acres
12 of land, more or less, and bounded by Federal, Pearl, Byers and
13 State streets in said city; and may in addition apply for and
14 accept, on such behalf, such equipment and other facilities 10-15
15 cated thereon as the United States of America may offer to
16 convey.
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Section 2. Said board shall establish on property acquired
under Section one a regional community institute of technical
education for the training of qualified high school graduates as
technicians in accordance with the provisions of section twenty-
eight of chapter fifteen of the general laws.

Section 3. The board may enter into agreements with the
city of Springfield for the transfer of the present Springfield
Technical Institute to become a part of the institute to be es-
tablished under the provisions of this act.

Section 4. The board may expend for the renovation and
improvement of buildings on the property acquired under the
provisions of section one of this act, including the cost of fur-
nishings and equipment, such sums as may be appropriated
therefor.


