
House of Representatives, April 26, 1967.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom were referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 127) of Francis X.
McCann for legislation to provide that ward and town committee

•members who cease to act with their political party shall vacate
their positions as committee members; the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 526) of Frederick M. Whitney, Jr., for changing
the minimum number of members of ward and town committees to
be elected at the presidential primaries and providing that notice of
the number to be elected be signed by a majority of the members of
the committee; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 527)
of Frederick M. Whitney, Jr., for legislation relative to the election

. of officers of political committees; the petition (accompanied by
r bill, House, No. 528) of Frederick M. Whitney, Jr., that provision

be made for the removal of members of political committees; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1786) of Vernon R.
Farnsworth, Jr., for legislation to provide for removal from office of
certain local committee officers by state political committees; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2567) of Kevin H.
White (Secretary of the Commonwealth) and Paul Maurice
Murphy that provision be made for by-laws of political com-
mittees; the petition (accompanied by bill, Flouse, No. 2568) of
Kevin H. White (Secretary of the Commonwealth) and Paul
Maurice Murphy for requiring regular meetings of ward and town
committees; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2569)
of Kevin IT. White (Secretary of the Common-wealth) and Paul
Maurice Murphy for legislation to provide for the removal of
certain members of ward and town committees; and the petition

M (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3743) of David E. Harrison for
legislation relative to the organizing and conducting of business of
city, ward or town committees, report the accompanying bill
(House, No. 4668).

For the committee,

FREDERICK M. WHITNEY, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act providing for the organization, by-laws, and removal
OF MEMBERS OF TOWN, WARD AND CITY COMMITTEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows: %

1 Section 1. Chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4, as amended by section 3 of
3 chapter 138 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:—
5 Section 4- Each city, ward and town committee, shall,
6 within ten days after May fifteenth next following the elec-
7 tion of its members, meet and organize by the choice of a
8 chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other officers asit|-
9 may decide to elect. The terms of office of the officers elected

10 shall be for two years and until the election of their suc-
11 cessors. Said city, ward or town committee shall meet no later
12 than June fifteenth in the second year following the election
13 of the members for the purpose of choosing a chairman,
14 secretary, treasurer, and such other officers as they may
15 decide to elect, whose terms shall expire upon the organiza-
16 tion of the committee next elected. At such meeting a ward or
17 town committee may add to its elected members; provided,
18 that by so doing the total number of members shall not be
19 made to exceed the number determined under section nine. A
20 city committee may by vote at any meeting authorize the
21 appointment of associate members by any ward committee;
22 and a town committee may by vote appoint associate mem-
23 bers. Associate members shall not have the right to vote buts;
24 shall have such other powers and duties as the ward or town
25 committee may determine. In case there is a failure of
26 election of a ward or town committee, the city committee or
27 the state committee, respectively, of the political party which
28 said ward or town committee represents shall appoint from
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29 among the voters qualified therefor the members of such
30 committee and shall call a meeting for its organization, in
31 such call appointing a time for holding the same and naming
32 a person to preside thereat. If a ward committee or a city or
33 town committee fails to meet within the time prescribed by
34 this section and organize, the city committee or the state
35 committee, respectively, of the political party which such
36 ward, city or town committee represents shall call a meeting
37 for its organization, in such call appointing a time for
38 holding the same and naming a person to preside thereat. In
39 the event that a ward or town committee fails to meet at the
40 time appointed as aforesaid and organize, the election of each
41 of its members shall be void and the same proceedings shall
42 be had as is herein provided in the case of a failure of
43 election.

1 Section 2. Section 6of chapter 52 of the General Laws, as
2 amended by chapter 38 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further
3 amended by adding at the end the following sentence:—If
4 any member fails to attend a minimum of one meeting per
5 year or commits any act which may be termed detrimental
6 to the best interest of the committee of which he is a
7 member, he may be removed from membership on the
8 committee by a two-thirds vote of the voting members at a
9 meeting duly called for the purpose.

1 Section 3. Chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 9, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 406 of the acts of 1953, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:—
5 Section 9. The state committee shall fix the number of
6 delegates to the state convention in accordance with section
7 fifty-four of chapter fifty-three, to be chosen by the ward and
8 town committees. City and town committees, respectively,
9 shall fix the number of members of ward and town com-

-10 mittees to be elected at the presidential primaries, not less
11 than ten nor more than thirty-five for each ward and each
12 town. Notice of the number of committee members to be
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13 elected shall be given by the city or town committee, as the
14 case may be, to the state secretary on or before February first
15 of the year in which such persons are to be elected, and such
16 notice shall be signed by the chairman and one other officer of
17 the committee. In case a city or town committee fails to fix
18 the number of the members of a ward or town committee and
19 to give such notice, the number of members of such ward or
20 town committee to be elected shall not exceed ten. Upon the
21 choice of delegates to a state convention the chairman of the
22 ward or town committee, as the case may be, shall notify in
23 writing the chairman of the state committee of the respective
24 party, who shall thereupon issue proper certificates to the
25 persons so chosen.

1 Section 4. Section 10 of chapter 52 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 1 of chapter 346 of the acts of 1938, is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end the following three
4 paragraphs:—
5 Each city, ward or town committee shall adopt by-laws, by
6 majority vote at a meeting duly called for the purpose. Said
7 by-laws shall provide for the following:—a quorum, a mini-
-8 mum number of regular meetings which shall be no less than
9 one such meeting to be held during each three calendar

10 months, with written notice sent to each voting member not
11 less than three days nor more than ten days prior to the
12 meeting a time limit for the filling of vacancies in the
13 committee officers or membership, and a method for the
14 calling of meetings by the membership itself, or a percentage
15 thereof, in case of need and such other regulations as the
16 committee may deem necessary. Any such by-laws adopted
17 shall be submitted for approval to the state chairman of the
18 political party which the committee represents, no later than
19 thirty days after their adoption.
20 The chairman of the state committee of the political party
21 shall be empowered to promulgate a standard form of by-
-22 laws, and in the event that a city, ward or town committee
23 fails to adopt by-laws, the chairman of the state committee
24 shall in writing, notify the delinquent committee that he has
25 approved a standard form, and shall forward a copy of such
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approved standard form to said committee. Any proposed
amendment to by-laws in effect shall first be submitted to the
state chairman of the respective political party for his ap-
proval.

26
27
28
29
30 In the event that any meeting required under committee

by-laws is not called, a member of the state committee
representing the senatorial district of which the city, ward or
town forms a part, shall call the meeting, in such call
appointing a time and place for holding the same, and
naming a member of the committee who shall preside.

31
32
33
34
35








