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State House, Boston, May 15, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
309 entitled “An Act authorizing the dissolution of the Super-
intendency Union comprising the towns of Hanover, Hanson and
Norwell.”

The Board of Education has called to my attention the incon-
sistency of assigning the legal responsibility to plan general educa-
tion to the Board, and then circumventing the Board’s recommen-
dations on school districts by enacting a measure such as this.
It is pointed out, also, that following the $250,000 Massachu-

setts Education Study, the General Court in its wisdom enacted
Chapter 572 of the Acts of 1965. In this study and the subse-
quently passed statute, a clear blueprint was developed for the es-
tablishment of defensibly sized school districts. To divide a larger
school district into smaller units runs counter to both good practice
on the state and national levels, as well as the findings of the Study
Commission and the Board. In the long run, such an action can
only result in denying children and youth the educational benefits
which are offered in a properly sized school system.

I am informed by the Chairman and members of the Board that
they will ask the officers of the Department of Education to work
closely with the three communities involved to resolve this situa-
tion. One solution would be to bring the smallest community into
the Whitman-Hanson Regional School District and operate the sys-
tem as a single unit. There may be other feasible answers which I
shall ask the Board and the Department to probe very carefully.
It appears to me that this would be a far more orderly procedure
than enacting special legislation.
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Monday and Tuesday of this past week, I attended the Educa-
tion Commission of the States conference in Denver, one of the
most advanced conferences on education ever held. I learned at
that conference that the trend throughout the whole country is to
make our school districts larger. If I were to sign this bill, I would
not only be acting against the trend in our own state but also
against the trend in the rest of the nation.

For the above reasons I cannot approve the measure and I re-
turn this bill without my approval. ,

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLTE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


