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Executive Department
State House, Boston, May 23, 1967,

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill
No. 2725 entitled “An Act relative to the suspension of teachers.’

By virtue of Chapter 185 of the Acts of 1966, Section 3, a tenure
teacher cannot be suspended except for unbecoming conduct or
other good cause unless he receives a 7 day notice, exclusive of
customary vacation periods prior to the meeting at which the vote
is to be taken. There is a procedure for a hearing, a right to repre-
sentation by counsel, etc. The suspension if imposed cannot exceed
one month.

The Department of Education, the Massachusetts Association
of School Superintendents and the Massachusetts Association of
School Committees protested that this would mean that a teacher
charged with flagrant misconduct, such as, the immoral conduct
toward a student, use of drugs and alcohol, etc., and with strong
proof of the offense could not be removed from the school premises
until compliances with all the above procedures.

Thus, a sentence was added that the school committees, a super-
intendent or any other school official designated for the purpose by
the superintendent, may, notwithstanding any provisions of this
section to the contrary suspend for a period of not more than 10
days a teacher for unbecoming conduct or for any other good cause
which such committee, superintendent or official deems adequate.

The purpose of this bill is to shorten the period from 10 days to
5 days. The 10 day period should stand, otherwise, the teacher
charged with flagrant misconduct, and with strong proof of the
offense, could only be suspended for 5 days, and since he must re-
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ceive 7 days notice, prior to the meeting on which the committee
is to vote on the matter of suspension, he would have to be returned
to work prior to the hearing. At least with the 10 day provision,
the 7 days notice can be given and action taken without reinstate-
ment before the hearing of the teacher charged with flagrant mis-
conduct. Therefore, I am opposed to the reduction of the period
from 10 days to 5 days.

For the above reasons I cannot approve the measure and I return
this bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


