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State House, Boston, June 20, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House oj Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
1235 entitled “An act providing that the elected members of

retirement boards of city and town contributory retirement systems
may attend all meetings of such boards and shall not suffer any loss
of their regular compensation by reason of such attendance.”

This proposal would permit the elected member of retirement
boards of city and town contributory retirement systems to attend
meetings of such boards and not suffer any loss of their regular
compensation by reason of such attendance. The present statute,
Chapter 32, Section 20 of the General Laws, presently provides
that “the members of the board (retirement) of any such city or
town system shall serve without compensation, but they shall be
reimbursed from the expense fund of such system for any expense
or loss of salary or wages which they may incur through service on
such board.”

The present statute is, in my opinion, a carefully drawn statute
and would take care of all situations in which there may be some
question as to reimbursement of any salary loss or expense of any
individual member of such board. To change this now would lead
to fiscal problems in a city or town department which were not
contemplated when the budget for that particular department was
submitted and passed on either by the city council or the town
meeting.

It could also lead to abuses by the chairman of the board in
calling short meetings more frequently than necessary so that he
would be absent from his regular work and a possibility that he
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may devote the rest of the day of the meeting to other work not
connected with or of no value to his regular department or the city
or town.

The wording of the bill which I am returning is substantially the
same as the original bill, H. 3200, which received an unfavorable
report from your Committee on Pensions and Old Age Assis-
tance.

For the above reasons I cannot approve the measure and I return
this bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. YOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


