
HOUSE . 5012

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, June 27, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives:

There has been presented to me by your Honorable Bodies House
Bill No. 4445 entitled “An Act validating the action taken by the

mAwn of Watertown in authorizing a lease of certain park land in
said town to the Boys’ Club of Watertown, Inc.”.

After a review of the new Home Rule amendment to the Consti-
tution and consultation with my staff, I find that the procedure re-
quired under Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth, as amended recently by Article
LXXXIX of said Articles of Amendment (Home Rule), has not
been strictly followed. I have also been advised that the chances
of the Town of Watertown having a special town meeting prior to
the prorogation of the legislature this year are very slight. A fur-
ther delay in starting this important and necessary project at the
earliest opportunity would be both expensive and impractical.

I have reviewed Article II of the Articles of Amendment as
amended and find that in Section 8 of Article II of the Articles of
Amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth as amended
by Article LXXXIX, the general court shall have the power to act
in relation to cities and towns, but only by general laws which
apply alike to all cities, or to all towns, or to all cities and towns,
or to a class not fewer than two, and by special laws enacted
(1) ; (2) by a two-thirds vote of each branch of the general
court following a recommendation by the governor; (3) .

For the reason set forth above, I hereby recommend under
clause (2) of Section 8 of Article II of the Articles of the Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as amended by
Article LXXXIX the following: An Act validating the action
TAKEN BY THE TOWN OF WATERTOWN IN AUTHORIZING A LEASE OF

CERTAIN PARK LAND IN SAID TOWN TO THE BOYS’ CLUB OF WATER-

TOWN, INC.
Respectfully submitted,

Cbe Commontocaltb of Massachusetts

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




