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HOUSE . 5084

State House, Boston, July 24, 1967.

the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
358 entitled “An Act regulating transmission of racing information
for illegal gambling purposes.”

On May 26, 1967 I returned this bill to your Honorable Bodies
with a recommendation for amendment because I felt I could not
in good conscience sign the bill as presented. My reasons being
that the bill contained certain ambiguities and raised certain ques-

W tions of a sufficiently serious nature that it should be redrafted.
Section (a) of this bill is too broad in its scope and many indi-

viduals without knowledge of the manner in which this law affects
them can unknowingly and without any intent that “such informa-
tion is to be used for unlawful purposes” transmit or communi-
cate to another results, track conditions, etc., relating to a horse
or dog race from the track within the thirty minutes after the post-
ing of the official results. By so doing these otherwise innocent
individuals are committing a felony. This may not stand up to
the question of constitutionality under Article XII of our declara-
tion of rights in the State Constitution or our due process concept
of the Federal Constitution. I tried to correct this by restricting
the “no intent” part of the bill to “whoever, being engaged in the
business of unlawful betting or wagering ”. Your Honorable Bodies,
in your wisdom, saw fit to reject this amendment. I also felt that
the basic elements of our bill of rights, such as freedom of speech

** and the press, should be explicitly stated in the bill therefore re-
moving a serious question as to the constitutionality of the bill. I
tried to correct this by requesting an amendment stating “infor-
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mation as news for general public consumption” shall not apply.
However, your Honorable Bodies, in your wisdom, also rejected

# this.
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Although I wish to do everything in my power to curb illegal
gambling and, recognizing the dependence of bookmaking on rapid
transmission of racing information, I am mindful of the constitu-
tional guarantees of due process and freedom of speech and the
press. I have weighed all arguments pro and con and, under the
circumstances, not being able to return this bill to your Honorable
Bodies with further suggestion for amendment, I must return the
same without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


