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Executive Department,

State House, Boston, August 9, 1967,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Rats, the bearers of plague in the Middle Ages, are still carrying
disease and destruction in this twentieth century. They viciously
attack infants in their cribs. They cause enormous damage to both
food and property estimated at 900 million dollars annually in
the United States. They are an ever-present demoralizing force in
the lives of our poor.

All our cities and towns do not have the resources necessary to
bring this problem under control.

Accordingly, I propose that local rat control and elimination
programs be encouraged by empowering the Commissioner of Public
Health to make grants for this purpose to our cities and towns. The
attached legislation would accomplish this purpose.

Grants would be for up to 50 per cent of the local cost of the
program. Each local rat control program would have to conform
to a sanitary program prepared by the community and approved by
the Commissioner.

This measure, in conjunction with the Department of Public
Health’s present powers under our sanitary laws, will enable the
immediate establishment of local rat control programs and intensive
education campaigns on the techniques of proper food handling and
the dangers of rat infestation. This will be coupled with prompt
and vigorous prosecution of those who violate our sanitary laws.

I shall request the funds necessary to carry out the intent of the
attached legislation in my next supplementary budget message.

This program is one part but an essential part of a larger
effort to improve the living conditions of so many of our fellow
citizens. The sub-standard houses in which our poor are forced to
live no one lives in them by choice are our shame and our
disgrace. The special message on low- and moderate-income hous-
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ing which I submitted to you yesterday contains measures care-
fully designed to upgrade these neighborhoods and return some
measure of dignity to those who dwell in them. I urge you to ap-
prove these measures as soon as possible.

Rats are the symbol of the slum. Their scratching is a child’s
terror in the dark of night. For families on relief, they represent
the loss of food already in short supply. While rats affect several
levels of society and many relatively affluent sections of our cities,
the problem is most acute for our poor. They have no escape.

I urgently request your prompt approval of the attached legisla-
tion. It is a necessary part of our overall effort to eliminate sub-
standard living conditions in the Commonwealth. Its early enact-
ment will help significantly in our continuing effort to enhance the
well-being of all our people.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to provide state financial assistance to help cities
AND TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH DEVELOP AND CARRY OUT
INTENSIVE LOCAL PROGRAMS OF RAT CONTROL AND EXTERMINA-
TION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for rat
3 control and extermination in our cities and towns, therefore it
4 is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public health, safety and
6 convenience.

1 Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Rat Extermina
2 tion Act of 1967”.

1 Section 2. (a) The commissioner of public health is
2 authorized to make grants to cities and towns in the com-
-3 monwealth for the purpose of assisting them in developing
4 and carrying out local rat control and extermination pro-
-5 grams.
6 (6) The amount of any such grant shall not exceed 50 per
7 centum of the net cost, after application of federal grants if
8 any, of developing and carrying out a local program as
9 approved by the commissioner.

10 (c) Such programs may include —

11 (1) rat control and systematic extermination measures;
12 (2) the elimination or modification of physical surround-
-13 ings and conditions (including rat harborages and food
14 supplies) which encourage or tend to encourage persistent rat
15 habitation and increases in their numbers; and
16 (3) any other actions which will reduce or eliminate on

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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17 more than a temporary basis, disease, injury, and property
18 damage caused by rats.
19 (d) Each program shall—•

20 (1) be consistent with the locality’s workable program for
21 sanitary improvement referred to in section three, and
22 (2) afford, to the maximum extent feasible, opportunities
23 for participation by the residents of rat-infested areas, and
24 for providing appropriate training, education, and any in-
-25 formation which may be necessary for such residents.

1 Section 3. No grant for a local rat control and extermina^F
2 tion program may be made hereunder unless a workable
3 program for sanitary improvement for the locality in which
4 the program will be carried out has been presented to the
5 commissioner of public health, and said commissioner, after
6 determining that such program will accomplish the intended
7 purposes of this act, has approved such program.
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