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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The Registrar of Motor Vehicles has requested me to submit to
Your Honorable Bodies the attached legislation prepared by him.
In compliance with his request, and pursuant to Section 4 of
Chapter 7 of the General Laws, I am submitting this legislation for
your approval.

The following is the text of a letter sent to me by the Registrar,
and it provides an analysis of what would be accomplished by
enactment of the attached measure.

“In 1965, Section 7 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws was
amended to require the equipping of motor vehicles with a ‘fail-
safe braking system.’ Popularly known as the dual brake law, it
provided in effect, that the hydraulic braking system be so
designed as to leave the car with braking power on not less than
two wheels in the event of a failure of any component in the
system.

“Since then, as you know, the Federal government has entered
the field of motor vehicle design and equipment under the
authority of P. L. 89-663, The National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966. As
make what best be described a
dual brake statute.

result, it is necessary for us to
i technical change in our own

“The purpose, therefore, of the attached proposed legislation is
to bring into conformity with existing Federal Law, the provi-
sions of Section 7 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws relating to
automobile brake safety.

Title I, Section 103(d) of the Federal statute cited above
provides that:

“(d) Whenever a Federal motor vehicle safety standard
established under this subchapter is in effect, no state or
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political subdivision of a state shall have any authority
either to establish, or to continue in effect, with respect to
any motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment any
safety standard applicable to the same aspect of perform-
ance of such vehicle or item of equipment which is not
identical to the Federal standard. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prevent the Federal Government or the
government of any state or political subdivision thereof
from establishing a safety requirement applicable to motor
vehicles or motor vehicle equipment procured for its own use
if such requirement imposes a higher standard off
performance than that required to comply with the other-
wise applicable Federal standard.’

“The present provisions of Section 7 of Chapter 90 relating to
automobile brake safety vary to some extent from the provisions of
the regulations adopted by the Secretary of Commerce in implem-
entation of the Federal Act as applied to the same subject-matter.
The continued validity of Section 7 on this point is conditioned,
therefore, on adoption of an amendment to Section 7 making it
identical with the Federal regulation. The proposed legislation
accomplishes this result.

“Although present Federal law is applicable only to passenger
vehicles, the proposed amendment of Section 7 provides for regula-
tion of trucks and buses as well and to that extent is anticipatory of
future Federal regulation. In order to permit full compliance with
this aspect of Massachusetts law, the proposed amendment is made
applicable to vehicles of 10,000 ton gross vehicle weight beginning
with the model year 1969, that is for vehicles to be manufactured
beginning in the last months of 1968.

“Accordingly, I request that the attached proposed legislation be
offered for action in the current session of the Legislature, and
suggest that the text of this letter may be used preparing the
accompanying legislation.”

*

Respectfully submitted,

ANTHONY P. DEFALCO,
Commissioner of Administrationof Administration
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act relative to hydraulic braking systems on motor
VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The third sentence of section 7of chapter 90 of
2 the General Laws as amended by chapter 627 of the acts of
3 1965 is hereby stricken out.

1 Section 2. Said section 7of chapter 90 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after the second sentence thereof, the
3 following sentences:—Every automobile equipped with a
4 hydraulic braking system whether or not assisted by other
5 means, which provides braking action on four or more wheels
6 shall be equipped with a service brake system so arranged as
7 to provide separate systems for at least two wheels and so
8 designed and constructed that rupture or leakage-type failure
9 of any single pressure component of the service brake system,

10 except structural failures of the brake master cylinder body,
11 effectiveness indicator body, or other housing common to the
12 divided system, shall not result in complete loss of function of
13 the vehicle brakes when force on the brake pedal is con-
-14 tinued. “Pressure component” means any internal component
15 of the brake master cylinder or master control unit, wheel
16 brake cylinder, brake line, brake hose, or equivalent, except
17 vacuum assist components.
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1 Section 3. Section one of this act shall take effect upon
2 enactment.
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Section 4. Section two of this act shall apply to every
automobile up to and including ten thousand pounds gross
vehicle weight manufactured for the model year nineteen
hundred and sixty-eight and subsequent model years and to
every automobile over ten thousand pounds gross vehicle
weight manufactured for the model year nineteen hundred
and sixty-nine and subsequent model years. For the purposes
of this section, gross vehicle weight shall mean the manufac-
turers maximum gross vehicle weight rating for that
vehicle. i
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