
HOUSE . 5251

Executive Department

State House, Boston, September 25, 1£

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 5067 entitled “An Act providing for the incorporation of the
inhabitants of the Town of Methuen as a city.”

Inasmuch as it seems unusual that a city council should consist
six members, which is an even number, because with the full

membership in attendance at a meeting a mere majority vote is,
in fact, a two-thirds vote, that is, four members out of six and,

Inasmuch as the word “ordinance” in the third paragraph of
Section 23 relating to a franchise or special privilege is not con-
sistent with the definition of the word “ordinance” as set forth in
Section 1 of the bill and,

Inasmuch as there are no requirements as to any procedure
a which must be followed for the distribution of such bulletins or
� pamphlets mentioned in Section 26 and,

Inasmuch as Section 31 makes reference to contracts, the esti-
mated cost of which amounts to $lOOO or more, and by Section 3
of Chapter 79 of the Acts of 1967, this amount was increased from
$lOOO to $2OOO and,

Inasmuch as Section 39 which is patterned after Section 36 of
Chapter 43, which is in reality inconsistent with the purpose of
said Section 36 of Chapter 43,

I, therefore, recommend the bill be amended as follow
“By striking out in Section 6 in the first sentence thereof th

word ‘ six’ and inserting therein the word ‘ nine ’;

“By striking out in Section 1 the sentence beginning with the
word ‘ordinance’ and inserting therein the words ‘including an
ordinance referred to in the third paragraph of Section 23 ’;

“By inserting after the word ‘pamphlet’ in line 12 in Section 26
Hhe words ‘for distribution to each registered voter’;

“By striking out in Section 31 in the first sentence the words
‘one thousand’ and inserting the words ‘two thousand’

Respectfully submitted,

Commontoealtf) of e@aosactuisctts

JOHN A. VOLPI4 Governor of the Commonwealth




