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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, October 6, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives:

The financial difficulties which have beset the New Haven Rail-
road are familiar to us all. Certain steps have been taken by the
Commonwealth, in view of the line’s problems, to protect the inter-
ests of our people and industries. These were detailed in the Special
Message concerning the New Haven Railroad which I submitted to
you on March 29, 1967.

You will recall that this message included provisions designed
to insure the continuation of certain long-haul passenger service
from January first through June thirtieth of this year. These provi-
sions achieved their purpose and the New Haven Railroad, pursuant
to your authorization, received the sum of $150,000 for providing
the required service.

I propose that the Commissioner of Administration and Finance
be authorized to enter into an agreement with the trustees of the
New Haven Railroad which will insure the continuation through
December 31, 1967, of through rail passenger service between
Boston and Providence, Kingston and Westerly, Rhode Island;
New London, Old Saybrook, New Haven, Bridgeport, South Nor-
walk and Stamford, Connecticut; and New York City and points
south of New York. The Agreement would also assure continua-
tion of service between Springfield, Massachusetts, and Hartford,
New Britain-Berlin, Meriden and New Haven, Connecticut, as
well as New York City. It should be noted that the New Haven
Railroad has continued to maintain this level of service from July 1,
1967, to the present time.
I also recommend that the New Haven Railroad be paid $150,000

by the Commonwealth in return for continuing the service described
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above through December 31, 1967. This money would be expended
under the supervision of the Executive Office for Administration
and Finance. Amounts now available, as projected in the Balance
Sheets of House No. 1 are sufficient to meet the cost of this appro-
priation.

The appended legislation would accomplish these ends.
The appropriation requested in this message, plus the $150,000

already expended, would total $300,000 authorized for the purchase
by the Commonwealth of long-haul passenger service from the New
Haven Railroad for all of calendar year 1967. In order to assure
the continuation of such service to their people during this same
period, the State of Rhode Island will pay a total of $700,000; the
State of Connecticut will pay $1,050,000 to continue such service
as far as New Haven, Connecticut, and, in addition, the States of
Connecticut and New York will each pay $1,500,000 for passenger
service between New Haven, Connecticut, and New York City,
including through passenger service.

The moneys requested in this message will directly benefit our
people, in assuring the continuation of long-haul passenger service,
and our industries, by providing cash which will assist in avoiding
or deferring any attempts at liquidation by creditors of the bankrupt
New Haven Railroad. If liquidation is forced, the resultant loss of
freight, as wr ell as passenger service, may prove disastrous to our
economy.

I most urgently request that you approve the attached legislation
at the earliest possible date.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the commissioner of administration to
ENTER INTO AN INTERIM OPERATING AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW
YORK, NEW HAVEN AND HARTFORD RAILROAD COMPANY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PAYING FOR AND CONTINUING PASSENGER SERVICE

ON CERTAIN LINES FOR THE PERIOD JULY FIRST, NINETEEN HUN-

DRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN, THROUGH DECEMBER THIRTY-FIRST,
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to make available forthwith certain
3 funds to insure the continuation, without interruption, of inter-
-4 state railroad passenger service between the commonwealth
5 and certain other states, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
6 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
7 public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of administration, with the
2 approval of the Governor, is hereby authorized and empowered
3 to negotiate and enter into a contract on behalf of the common-
-4 wealth with the court-appointed trustees of the New York, New
5 Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to insure the continua-
-6 tion of, and to pay for, through passenger service rendered and
7 to be rendered during the period July first, nineteen hundred and
8 sixty-seven through December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
9 sixty-seven, on its lines between Boston, on the one hand, and

10 the cities of Providence, Kingston and Westerly, Rhode Island;
11 New London, Old Saybrook, New Haven, Bridgeport, South
12 Norwalk and Stamford, Connecticut; New York, New York
13 (with connections to points south of New York), on the other; as
14 well as between Springfield, Massachusetts, on the one hand, and
15 the cities of Hartford, New Britain-Bcrlin, Meriden, New Haven,
16 Connecticut, and New York, New York, on the other.
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17 Said contract shall not obligate, under any circumstances,
18 the commonwealth to make payment to said New York, New
19 Haven and Hartford Railroad Company in excess of one hundred
20 and fifty thousand dollars.

1 Section 2. To provide the funds required as provided in
2 section one of this act, the sum set forth in section three is hereby
3 appropriated from the General Fund, subject to the provisions
4 of law regulating the disbursement of public funds and the
5 approval thereof.

GENERAL FUND.
STATE PURPOSES APPROPRIATIONS.

Executive Office for Administration and Finance.

Itei
0441-07 For the commonwealth’s share of the cost of a contract with the

trustees of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad
Company as authorized by section one of this act $150,000

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Section 3.


