
HOUSE . No. 5305

State House, Boston, October 27, 1967.

To the HonorableSenate and Home of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 5211 entitled “An Act providing for the establishment of the
selectmen-administrator form of government in the town of Green-
field.”

There seems to be some question that the appointment of em-
ployees referred to in the wording of Section 11. (c) would not be
classified under Civil Service. To enact this legislation in its present
form would cause serious objection by the United States Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare, so far as employees in
welfare departments are concerned and cause much confusion in the
Town of Greenfield. It would remove the members of the police
and fire forces from the promotional section of the Civil Service Law.

I, therefore, recommend the bill be amended by striking all of
Section 11. (c) and substituting therefor the following;

“Section 11. (c) Except as otherwise provided by this act, and
subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws
where applicable, the town administrator may appoint upon merit
and fitness alone and may remove, as he deems necessary, with the
approval of the selectmen, a town clerk, a town accountant and a
town collector who shall collect and receive all money due to the
town and w7 ho may act as town treasurer, a town treasurer who may
act as town collector, a superintendent of public works, a town
counsel, a board of public health, a board of public welfare, a board
of assessors, a board of public library trustees, an industrial de-
velopment commission, a sealer of weights and measures, a director
of veterans’ services, a civil defense director, a dog officer, officers
and members of the fire department, and officers and members of
the police department, the recreation committee, fence viewers,
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public weighers, measurers of bark and wood and field drivers. He
may in a like manner appoint with the approval of the board of
selectmen, and may remove with such approval such other officers
and employees as he deems necessary to carry out the powers and
duties imposed upon him by this act, subject to the provisions of
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws where applicable. Per-
manent officers and employees not subject to chapter thirty-one of
the General Laws shall not be removed by the town administrator
except on ten days’ notice in writing setting forth the cause of such
removal.”

To correct what appears to be grammatical errors, I further recom-
mend that the bill be amended as follows:

Section 4, third paragraph, in lines three, four, and five, where
words appear as "qualifications”, “commission”, and “obligation”
would more properly read “qualification”, “commissions”, and
“obligations”

Section 18, last sentence, changing the word “qualifications” to
“qualification”

I further recommend the bill be amended as follows
Section 19., thirteenth line, striking out the word “suspended”

where it appears the second time, and inserting in place thereof the
word “superseded”

I further recommend the bill be amended as follow
Section 11. (j), by adding at the end thereof the following:
“except to those provisions applicable under subsection (a)”

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


