
HOUSE . 6

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, November 13, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Section 6 of Chapter 620 of the Acts of 1967 authorizes the recall
of any retired Superior Court Justice to preside over the hearings
provided for by the Act. Such recalled justice shall be considered
an Associate Justice of the Superior Court for the duration of the
proceedings. However, General Laws c. 212, §27, requires As-
sociate Justices to devote their entire time during ordinary business
hours to their duties and prohibits them from directly or indirectly
engaging in the practice of law.

Retired justices who are willing to serve in this capacity would
thus of necessity be required to give up their private practices for
the period contemplated by Section 6of Chapter 620. To remedy
this situation, I am submitting the attached emergency legislation
which will exempt a recalled Associate Justice who participates in
the Bridgewater hearings from the provisions of General Laws c.
212, §27.

I urge that Your Honorable Bodies give this legislation your im-
mediate consideration and approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Cbe Commontocaltj) of

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.



HOUSE No. 5324. [Nov. 1967,7

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act establishing special rules for retired justices

RECALLED TO ACTIVE SERVICE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
620, SECTION 6, OF THE ACTS OF 1967.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to encourage the participation of re-
-3 tired justices in providing immediate relief to certain persons
4 allegedly committed or confined unlawfully at the Bridgewater
5 state hospital and at state hospitals under the jurisdiction of the
6 department of mental health, and to accomplish this in a manner
7 consistent with the public safety, therefore it is hereby declared
8 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-9 tion of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 620 of the acts of 1967 is hereby amended by inserting
2 after the last paragraph in section 6 the following:
3 Any retired chief justice or associate justice of the superior
4 court who is recalled to active service under the provisions of
5 this chapter shall not be subject to the provisions of General
6 Laws, chapter two hundred and twelve, section twenty-seven,
7 only insofar as that act relates to the direct or indirect practice
S of law.

C&e Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts


