
HOUSE . 5329

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, November 13, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bil'
No. 4873, entitled “An Act reallocating the job groups of certain
employees in the Department of Correction whose duties are re-
lated to social work.”

The individualistic consideration of salaries as proposed by this
bill is by its nature contrary to the basic laws of the Common-
wealth. Section 45(4) of Chapter 30 of the General Laws provides
that all offices and positions in the same class shall be allocated
to the same job group. All of the titles (classes) listed in the pro-
posed legislation also exist in other departments of the Common-
wealth. If special consideration were given to one department,
such consideration could seriously disrupt the whole personnel sys-
tem and gives rise to claims from employees not receiving like
treatment.

Even with this professional type worker, to have one job group
jump from 14 to 18 and another jump from 12 to 14 would seriously
disrupt the relationship of this professional group of workers.

The enactment of this legislation would only serve to encourage
other professional groups of employees to pursue legislative rather
than administrative channels for the resolution of their classifica-
tion problems or as a means of gaining increases.

A study is now going on to evaluate previous surveys that have
been made and some positions may either have titles changed or
positions upgraded. It is my belief that at least until such study is
completed, legislation favoring certain individuals should be held
in abeyance.

For the above reasons, I cannot approve this measure and I re-
turn this bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted

Cf)c Commontoealtft of a^aggacfnisetts

JOHN A. YOLPE
Governoroj the Commonwealth.




